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Abortion

Since the hearing of Roe vs. Wade in 1973, the right to an abortion has been protected under the US constitution.  Abortion is a controversial subject and many people believe that it should be illegal as it kills the unborn fetus.  However there are many circumstances in which pregnancy is not only unwanted but also forced upon the woman, as in cases of rape.  Why then should such a woman not have the choice to abort the pregnancy? It is not the decision of the state or federal governments to decide whether or not abortion should be legal. Rather it is the decision of the woman, whether or not to keep the unwanted burden. Abortion is not murder, much to the dismay of the pro-life argument.  Murder would imply that the fetus is a separate, living, breathing being from the mother. Since most abortions take place during the first trimester of pregnancy, the fetus cannot survive on its own, thus it is not another human being that can be murdered.  If life begins at the moment of conception, as many suggest, why then are other similar things not considered abortion or murder. In vitro fertilization, for example, often throws away already fertilized eggs, is this life? And if so is this not also murder. The abortion argument is not black and white as the pro-life argument makes it sound. It is ultimately the woman’s decision to decide what’s best for her own body and life in her current situation. Sometimes this decision is abortion, and the government shouldn’t tell her otherwise.

Abortion is murder. The moment that egg becomes fertilized, a new life is created and to kill that life is a heinous act against nature.  According to the Guttmacher Institute, there were over 1 million abortions in 2008 alone. Not only is this number an increase from past years, but it is also the number of lives that never had the chance to live.  Just because a fetus is defenseless and has no way to speak for itself, does not give the mother the right to kill that child.  This is why it is up to the world to defend the rights of that unborn fetus and to stop abortion.  Abortion also causes potential problems for the mother as well, as in any surgery, there can be many unintended consequences.  Not all abortions have selfish intentions though; a select few are the result of rape or incest.  There are measures that can be taken so that pregnancy does not occur in these instances, however if it does, why does the baby get punished, it should be the man responsible who gets punished. If America is a country founded on the beliefs of freedom and justice, why is an unborn child not free to live, and the innocent fetus punished for the choices of others? It is the government’s responsibility to protect those who cannot protect themselves, and to illegalize abortion.

