Proposal for the Use of Human Participants in Research

I.
Title of Study:  Environmental Risks Perception Survey

Investigators: Megan Norton, Fabiana Martinez, Lyndsay Delello

Supervisor: Professor John Little

Office: Swords 331

Phone: (508) 793- 2274

II. 
Brief Description of Study

A. Please give a brief description of the nature of the project.

This survey is intended to see how Holy Cross students' perceptions of environmental risks correlate with their general numeracy, science literacy, and social attitudes.  The survey is modeled after an earlier questionnaire administered to a large random sample of the U.S. population by the Cultural Cognition Project at Yale.   The original survey tested people for common knowledge in math and science to see how this affected their perception of risks associated to various environmental issues.  

B.  Give a detailed description of the procedure to be used including the location where they study will be conducted and how much time will be required from each subject. 

The survey will be created in SurveyMonkey, a link to the questionnaire will distributed by email to all residents in Mulledy Hall, and participants can take this survey at any time or place during the given 1 week period.  It should take about 20 minutes.  The questions involved in this survey include questions related to numeracy, science literacy, and the risks associated with various environmental problems. The numeracy section requires a short answer for each of the questions, the science literacy section is true or false, and the perception section requires you to rate a statement on a scale from 1-10.

C. How many participants will be used? How will they be recruited?

                        Our goal is to survey 70-100 participants. We are recruiting friends 

                        and dorm mates via email.

D. Will participants be paid any money? If so, how much?

Participants will not be paid.

E. In your judgment, are there any risks involved to the participants in your projects?

There is no risk to our participants; we are asking some factual questions and simple opinions.

III.
Treatment of the Participants

A. What provisions are being made to obtain the informed consent of participants?

We will send a statement informing the participants that their participation is completely voluntary, they may choose to stop at any time, and we are informing participants of  how the obtained data will be used.

B. What measures are you taking to ensure the confidentiality of the data you collect?

Only the researchers will read the survey responses, which will be anonymous.  We will insert the results into a spreadsheet for analysis, disregarding the sender’s identity. 

C. What measures are you taking to debrief your participants at the conclusion of the experiment? 

The researchers will be glad to answer any questions regarding our study. Participants are welcome to read the resulting paper on our findings.

IV.     Is this project being funded by the federal government? 

No.

V.  
What are the estimated starting and completion dates of the project?  (projects can be approved for up to 12 months at a time) 


The estimated start date is Tuesday April 10, and participants will have until April 18th, to submit their answers. The project wraps up on May 7th.

Please read and sign the statement below:

I certify that I am aware of the ethical guidelines set forth by the Department of Health and Human Services and reaffirm my commitment to those principles and regulations.

Signature_________________________________Date____________________

Signature_________________________________Date____________________

Signature_________________________________Date____________________

Signature_________________________________Date____________________

For the use of the Human Participants Committee:

__________________Participants not at risk, project approved

__________________Participants at risk, project approved

___________________Participants at risk, project not approved

_____________________________      
________________________

Signature




Date

