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Depiction of the Natural World in Art 


The natural world has been influenced by humans for many years and it is through these influences that our environment has changed immensely over the course of time. Prior to human existence the world was filled with natural vegetation that slowly changed over
time and turned into factories and city buildings that come into existence today. Humans have modernized nature and have changed its intended path. Changing nature’s course however has proven to create a battle between man and nature. The four works chosen for our seminar at the Worcester Art Museum have depicted that change that has occurred in the natural world. Some of these works are portrayals of the natural world in actu
ally and some show the inﬂuence of humans in the natural world. In many of the paintings one can see the relationship that humans have develop between nature and mankind; some proving to be peaceful others not so. However, looking back at these paintings and comparing them to today we can see how humans have manage to influence nature, and made become the place that we live in today.


S
hipwreck seems to portray the natural world as it actually is more than only of the other paintings we’ve seem. This painting shows a natural landscape where nature proves to be more dominating than humans; therefore we do not see much human influence in this painting. Shipwreck shows a natural landscape that slightly impacted by humans. The evidence of the castle on the hill and people on rocks from the shipwreck are examples of some human influence in the painting. However, the scenario of the painting shows how nature is the one influencing humans by making humans seem powerless over nature. In Cros
sbow and Dead Game the natural world has been altered and changed by man. The paintings is an example of what happens to animals after the become prey for human hunters. Therefore the hunting which is viewed a game of enjoyment shows the humans influence on the natural world. Lo
oking East from Denny Hill is another example of humans influence in the natural world. Here humans have changed to landscaped for cultivation. The last painting The Peaceable
 Kingdom is the most unrealistic amongst all paintings. The peacefulness seen amongst animals and humans seems too good to be true. The influence of humans in this painting is shown as an agreement of peace between the animals and humans. 


Despite the differences that exist amongst many of the paintings one can also see a relationship between humans and the natural world in all of them. For example in the painti
ng Looking East from Denny Hill and Crossbow and Dead Game we see how humans have affected nature and how their influence has created a changed in history. The painting Looking East from Denny Hill shows a pasture that although looks at first glance natural is in reality is an image of Worcester when its forest were first cleared out for farming. In the paintings humans have cleared the trees to farm the lands and live in them. Also the focal point in this painting seems to be the vast landscape that highlights the remains of the natural world and brings to light the change that humans bring upon nature. If the artist had been painting this landscape two hundred years earlier we would have been seeing a landscape filled with l
ots of trees and different plants. However, this prior image two hundred years ago would have only existed because humans influence had not occurred in this area. Once humans came in contact with this landscape they cleared the forest and as mentioned before began to build farms to produce food and later on build houses to have a place to live. The painting of Crossbow and Dead game shows a similar theme in where humans have conquered the natural world by obtaining power over it. Hunting was seen as an enjoyment for many upperclassmen in society and this painting not only depicts that but also shows the power the humans have over animals and the natural world. The arti
st main focus is the dead animals that are accumulated in a pile to give the symbolically meaning of man over nature. Hunting seems to be the theme of this painting and therefore the gruesome details depicted by the artist give the painting more of a realistic look.


However, the painting of Shipwreck proves otherwise. This piece of art shows a different angle of nature; here we see that nature can also exert influence over humans by being the one in control over humans. The relationship seen here between humans and nature has been inverted. The artist shows the huge waves that have terrorized the people of the shipwreck; to show how man has no power to control this situation. The paintin
g focal point is the people by making it the brightest area of the painting. This shows the pow
erlessness of man to nature. Nevertheless, the painting called the Peaceable Kingdom is somehow different from the rest of the paintings. One reason is because here humans and nature are getting along. The animals that once seem dangerous to humans have become friendly. It is to say that nature and mankind have become one and can coexist amongst each other through peace. The focal point in this painting seems to be the animals and the children that are painted next to each other making the painting seem unrealistic. The image exemplifies a saying from a reading of Isaiah where it is mentioned the promised harmony of humans and nature. It seems that the artist intentions were to show an image of this reading through a painting.  In the biblical text of Isaiah 11:6 it is quoted that “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.” If we look closely at the painting in accordance to the text we can discover that the animals are paired with their prey establishing a sense of innocence not only between animals and their prey, but also with humans. The lion itself being one of the most dangerous predators in nature becomes domesticated and tamed in this painting by refraining from preying on the frailer animals. Therefore the innocence amongst animals and humans establish a peaceable kingdom amongst animals and their prey. A change in the relationship between animal and man is gr
eatly portrayed in the painting. 


Despite the fact that all paintings are some sort of portrayal of the natural wo
rld. The paintings that resem
ble the most in theme are the painting Looking East from Denny Hill and Crossbow and Dead Game. Both these paintings have emphasized the power of humans over nature. Humans in both paintings have come across to show that they hold within their hand the power to change and conquer nature. Whether it is through killing of animals or through the destruction of forest humans seem to cease control in these types of situations. However Shipwreck and The Peaceful Kingdom as mentioned before prove to be different from the other two paintings; for one shows nature has overcome humans and the other shows a peaceful reconciliation between humans and animals. 

The painting that has made the biggest impression on me would have to be Shipwreck. I would agree with the art critics and art historians that this Shipwreck by Hubert Robert is superior to any of the others. The painting of Shipwreck hol
ds to be more surreal than any of the other paintings we have come across. This piece of art has shown a different theme of amongst the rest of the painting which is nature overcoming human power. Here we see humans vulnerable towards nature’s strength. Also the artist shows a form of repetition in his paintings amongst the group of people, the trees, rocks and the clouds. All these figures in the painting seem to be parallel to each other including the ship. It is as if the artist was trying to show us the strength of nature through this outline. Therefore this painting has left a strong impression on me because seems to find many elements of nature through this painting. 

�This should be two words:  “over time.”  Also, this sentence sounds as though you are saying the vegetation changed by itself to turn into factors and city buildings.  I know that is not what you mean, but that is what this sounds like :)


�Actuality ?


�It would be better to say something like “Hubert Roberts' painting Shipwreck … ''  (identify the artist and put the title in italics or quotes each time you refer to it).   


�See comment above about including the artist's name and putting the title in italics.


�Same comment 


�Same comment 


�paintings


�Yes.  You could also say it would have been covered by dense forest.  


�Should be “artist's”�


�Should be “painting's”


�How does making the focal point of the painting the people show their powerlessness?  You might want to explain this more fully or rethink what you are saying.


�Word choice – you might say “portrayed strikingly” or something like that.


�This is not a complete sentence – did you leave something out?  Or was the next sentence supposed to be part of this one?  


�Word choice – instead of “resemble” I think you mean to say “... the paintings that are the most similar in theme … “


�Not sure what you mean here.  





