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The natural world has been influenced by humans for many years and it is through these influences that our environment has changed immensely over the course of time. Prior to human existence the world was filled with natural vegetation that slowly den
igrated and turned into factories and city buildings that come into existence today. Humans have modernized nature and have changed its intended path. Changing nature’s course however has proven to create a battle between man and nature. The four works chosen for our seminar at the Worcester Art Museum have depicted that change that has occurred in the natural world. Some of these works are portrayals of the natural world in actually and some show the inﬂuence of humans in the natural world. In many of the paintings one can see the relationship that humans have develop between nature and mankind; some proving to be peaceful others not so. However, looking back at these paintings and comparing them to today we can see how humans have manage to influence nature, and made become the place that we live in today.


Shipwreck seems to portray the natural world as it actually is more than only of the other paintings we’ve seem. This painting shows a natural landscape where nature proves to be more dominating than humans; therefore we do not see any human influence in this painting. Ship
wreck shows a natural landscape that is untouched by humans. In Crossbow and Dead Game the natural seems to be a little unreal
istic; it has been altered and changed by man. Therefore the hunting which is viewed a game of enjoyment shows the humans influence on the natural world. Looking East from Denny Hill is another example of humans influence in the natural world. Here humans have changed to landscaped for cultivation. The last painting The Pe
aceful Kingdom is the most unrealistic amongst all paintings. The peacefulness seen amongst animals and humans seems too good to be true. The influence of humans in this painting is shown as a agreement of peace between the animals and humans. 


Despite the differences that exist amongst many of the paintings one can also see a relationship between humans and the natural world in all of them. For example in the painting Looking East from Denny Hill and Crossbow and Dead Game we see how humans have affected nature and how their influence has created a changed in history. The painting Looking East from Denny Hill shows a pasture that although looks at first glance natural is in reality is an image of Worcest
or when its forest were first cleared out for farming. In the paintings humans have cleared the trees to farm the lands and live in them. Also the focal point in this painting seems to be the vast landscape that highlights the remains of the natural world and brings to light the change that humans bring upon nature. The painting of Crossbow and Dead game shows a similar theme in where humans have conquered the natural world by obtaining power over it. Hunting was seen as an enjoyment for many upperclassmen in society and this painting not only depicts that but also shows the power the humans have over animals and the natural world. The artist main focus is the dead animals that are accumulated in a pile to give the symbolically meaning of man over nature. Hunting seems to be the theme of this painting and therefore the gruesome details depicted by the artist give the painting more of a realistic look.


However, the painting of Shipwreck proves otherwise. This piece of art shows a different angle of nature; here we see that nat
ure has taken matters into their own hands by being the one in control over humans. The relationship seen here between humans and nature has been inverted. The artist shows the huge waves that have terrorized the people of the shipwreck; to show how man has no power to control this situation. The painting focal point is the people by making it the brightest area of the painting. This shows the powerlessness of man to nature. Nevertheless, the painting called the Peaceful Kingdom is somehow different from the rest of the paintings. One reason is because here humans and nature are getting along. The animals that once seem dangerous to humans have become friendly. It is to say that nature and mankind have become one and can coexist amongst each other through peace. The focal point in this painting seems to be the animals and the children that are painted next to each other making the painting seem unrealistic. The image exemplifies a saying from a reading of Isa
iah where it is mentioned the promised harmony of humans and nature. It seems that the artist intentions were to show an image of this reading through a painting.  


Despite the fact that all paintings are some sort of portrayal of the natural world. The paintings that resemble the most in theme are the painting Looking East from Denny Hill and Crossbow and Dead Game
s. Both these paintings have emphasized the power of humans over nature. Humans in both paintings have come across to show that they hold within their hand the power to change and conquer nature. Whether it is through killing of animals or through the destruction of forest humans seem to cease control in these types of situations. However Shipwreck and The Peaceful Kingdom as mentioned before prove to be different from the other two paintings; for one shows nature has overcome humans and the other shows a peaceful reconciliation between humans and animals. 

The painting that has made the biggest impression on me would have to be Shipwreck. I would agree with the art critics and art historians that this Shipwreck by Hubert Robert is superior to any of the others. The painting of Shipwreck holds to be more surreal than any of the other paintings we have come across. This piece of art has shown a different theme of amongst the rest of the painting which is nature overcoming human power. Here we see humans vulnerable towards nature’s strength. Also the artist shows a form of repetition in his paintings amongst the group of people, the trees, rocks and the clouds. All these figures in the painting seem to be parallel to each other including the ship. It is as if the artist was trying to show us the strength of nature through this outline. Therefore this painting has left a strong impression on me because seems to find many elements of nature through this painting. 

�How about: “Depiction of the Natural World in Art”


�This is not the word you want.  Using “denigrate” is essentially a more formal way to say one person “disses” or “runs down” (criticizes in a demeaning way) another person or thing.  


�I agree that there is probably less evidence of human influence here, but is nature really “untouched?” What about the “castle” on the hill overlooking the shipwreck scene?  What about the ship itself?   


�Is it really unrealistic?  Or is it just showing what happens to animals after they become prey for human hunters?   


�The actual title is “The Peaceable Kingdom.”  (This is an old-fashioned form of the word you used, but you shouldn't modernize it when you refer to the painting, since that does have an “official” title.)  Make sure this gets changed when you use the title later on too.  


�typo


�I'm not sure “taken matters into their own hands” really makes sense here, although I know what you are trying to say.  It would be better to say something like “nature can also exert influence over humans.”


�You could say a lot more about this.  (Look up the actual Bible text, for instance, and see how closely the painting follows the whole thing.)


�Typo – it's just “Game” 





