
On the trip to the Worcester Art Museum there were four paintings that we saw that connected with the natural world.  Ea
ch painting had differences and similarities between each other.  Some paintings were rather intriguing while others were not as intriguing.  Others in some opinions were great depictions of the natural world while others did not depict the natural world as well.  However, the trip as a whole served as a great purpose to show how paintings can connect humans and the natural world together.  The trip also served a purpose to show how unappreciated and beautiful the natural world is.  


None of the paintings show the natural world as it actually is because there is some aspect of human
ity in each painting.  That being said, the painting “Shipwreck” and “Looking East from Denny Hill” represent the natural world the best because there is not much human involvement in these paintings.  In “Shipwreck” there is a boat and a house but other than that there is the sea, cliffs, and the storm.  “Shipwreck” really represents the power of nature and how the natural world can be underestimated and rather dangerous.  “Looking East from Denny Hill” represents the opposite of what “Shipwreck” represents.  “Looking East from Denny Hill” represents serenity, peacefulness, and beauty.  There is no storm and everything seems to be very still. It is a basic painting of a countryside that makes the majority of its viewers feel calm and in awe of the beauty it displays.  


In each painting there is some aspect of the human element.  In “Shipwreck” the human elements are the boat, the house, and the humans running away from the threat of the waves.  The human influence on the natural world is the fear of the people that are running away from the sea.  This fear that the humans have is because of the natural world and what is happening around them.


In “Looking East from Denny Hill” the human influence on the natural world is the presence of humans on the land.  The land has been landscaped and occupied by the humans.  Prior to humans moving on the land there was only forest, trees, and animals.  The presence of the human race changed the entire area from total natural world to a civilized inhabited to
wn. 


In “Crossbow and Dead Game” the human influence is the weapons and violence towards animals.  Even though the violence is hunting, the natural world is affected by the humans through violence.  Hunting whether necessary or not is still some type of violence.  Hunting is a huge influence on the natural world because it diminishes animal population and taints the forests with blood.


In “Peaceable Kingdom” the human influence is shown through the humans interacting with the animals.  It is also shown with the Europeans talking to the Indians working out what seems to be a treaty.  The human influence in this painting is different because it is not reality.  The influence that humans have in this painting would be great in real life but won’t happen in the real natural world.  Wild animals will not be tame and live with humans or other animals easily or at all.  Also, Europeans and Indians are not going to have a treaty during this time either, they would be at each other’s thr
oats.  The human influence over the natural world in “The Peaceable Kingdom” is that humans are picturing a more ideal natural world with humans having all the power.


In the painting “Shipwreck” the relationship between humans and the natural world is p
ower.  In “Shipwreck” power is shown by the natural world over humans.  The powerful and dangerous sea causes fear amongst the humans.  The humans are scared because they are not able to control what is going on and their lives are being threatened.  “Shipwreck” is not similar to any other painting that we viewed.  It is different than all other paintings because it is the only painting to have the natural world demonstrates power over the humans.  The artist depicts the natural world having power over the humans by making the sea and the cliffs so much larger than the humans.  The humans are very small compared to the huge swells.


In the painting “Looking East from Denny Hill” the relationship between humans and the natural world is the presence of humans on the land.  The natural world changed from forest to town once humans began to move onto the land and landscape it.  “Looking East from Denny Hill” is different from the other paintings because it em
its beauty and serenity.  It gives off a sense of calmness and peacefulness.  None of the other paintings give that feeling.  However, this painting is similar to “The Peaceable Kingdom” and “Crossbow and Dead Game” because these paintings all show how humans have power over the natural world.  Humans dominate in these three paintings whether it is simply living there or by force.  The artist makes sure that not much is going on and the vast amount of land in the painting is clearly occupied by humans.  Also, the artist makes sure that not much is going on so that the viewer can picture his or herself on that hill and want to be there.  The viewer would not want to live in an area that is a dense forest, cold, dark, and scary.  The aura of peacefulness and beauty really draws the viewer in.


In the painting “Crossbow and Dead Game” the relationship between the natural world and humans is the sport of hunting.  The animals are hunted in the natural world demonstrating the power of humans over the natural world.  This painting is very different from “Shipwreck” because humans are in complete control in the “Crossbow and Dead Game” painting.  Humans are not in fear rather humans are instilling fear in animals.  The exact opposite of what is happening in “Shipwreck” where the natural world is causing fear in the hum
ans.  The dead rabbit, dead bird, and the blood throughout the painting show that humans like to be in control and have the power.  The blood really brings out the desire for power by the humans.  


In the painting “The Peaceable Kingdom” the relationship between humans and the natural world is the unrealistic interactions of the humans and animals.  This painting is very different from all of the other paintings because it is unrealistic.  A tiger would not be able to live peacefully with a young child or a lamb; both are the prey for a tiger.  However, “The Peaceable Kingdom” is like all the paintings except “Shipwreck” because it shows how humans control what goes on.  Humans are living peacefully with vicious animals and Indians.  At this time living with Indians peacefully was not possible.  Humans are in control of the natural world because everything is perfect according to the humans.  They are living peacefully with Indians and the anim
als.  

The painting that appeals to me would be “Shipwreck” because of the connection with nature it has.  I love nature and my favorite part of nature would be the sea.  Whenever I can go out on the sea and fish I will take that opportunity.  Despite the sea being such a vast and dangerous place it can also be very peaceful.  The sea can be a great place to get away and be alone, which is so hard to find these days.  Even when nature takes over and the sea becomes rough I enjoy it.  I like the wind in my face and the splashing of the water against my body.  I would not like to be in a life threatening storm but if it did happen I would enjoy the experience.  I would enjoy the whole idea of fighting for my survival and working against something that I cannot control.  One of the most important things that I have learned about the sea is that since humans cannot control the sea humans should fear and respect the sea.  If humans do not fear and respect the sea then those humans will get hurt for thinking the sea is a peaceful and serene place.  It certainly can be but as seen in the painting “Shipwreck” it can be much worse than peaceful.  The sea is so beautiful and never the same which is why I love it and love this painting.  The painting shows how terrible the sea can be when I know how beautiful it can be.  


I would agree with the statement that this painting is more appealing than all of the other paintings because of its connection with nature and the connection the painting can have with almost anyone.  None of the other paintings emphasize how powerful nature is over humanity.  Humans are always talking about how powerful they are and how much they can control and the painting “Shipwreck” displays the opposite.  “Shipwreck” humbles humans and makes them realize they are not as powerful as they think they are.  The power of the wind and sea show humans that they are not always in control.  The sea and wind are threatening the lives of all the people in the painting.  The sea and wind are so dangerous that one can see the people are panicking and seem to be very scared.  


Another reason the painting is more appealing than all the others is that this painting can connect to almost anyone who views it.  The main part of the painting “Shipwreck” is the sea.  The sea is important and the main focal point of the painting because it connects all the viewers to the painting.  Each person that has viewed the painting can make his or her own connection to the painting because each person probably has some connection to the sea.  With each viewer having their own connection to the sea allows each viewer to have a different interpretation of the painting.  The painting does not have one meaning.  To one person the sea could always be dangerous because of a certain experience.  To another person a stormy sea could be a comparison to something going on in his or her life.  There is no wrong interpretation of the painting.  The other paintings could be the same way but they are not as applicable to humanity as “Shipwreck” is.  Not everyone can connect to hunting, the country side, or animals and humans getting along well.

�This sentence does not really make sense.  I think you mean to say that each painting has similarities to, and differences from, the others.  


�Sorry if this seems like hair-splitting, but aren't humans part of the natural world?  Or are you thinking “the natural world” means “the natural world apart from humans?”  It would be good to clarify this.  From your next sentence I think that is probably the way you were thinking about this.  


�Not really a town, yet – more like a grouping of connected farms.


�Careful –  there were many treaties signed with the Native American tribes throughout the history of European settlement of America.  The treaties were rarely honored for very long by the Europeans, but they were signed.  And in fact, the settlement of Pennsylvania followed a treaty that William Penn concluded with the Delaware tribe.


That particular treaty ushered in a comparatively long peaceful period between the Quakers in Pennsylvania and the natives.  The painting depicts that particular piece of history.  


�What does it mean to say that a relationship “is power?”  I think you mean that humans are effectively powerless in the face of the dangerous conditions that the sea can produce.   It occurs to me also after reading the next few paragraphs that maybe you mean something more like  “connection” rather than “relationship” here and in the parallel intro sentences later on.   They sound almost the same but “connection” is more general and would include the ideas you are trying to express better.


�Word choice – maybe “radiates”


�This is not a complete sentence.


�Given that this image is so unrealistic, you need to ask:  Why did Hicks paint it that way?  What else is he trying to portray?  What is the inspiration?  





