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I say to you President Obama, “Create New Jobs and Employ Domestically”

The next four years will play a pivotal role in our nation’s history. In the midst of an economic recession, the highest aggregate debt the U.S. has ever dealt with, and looming foreign powers threatening to make their mark, it is time for The Untied States to get back on track and prioritize th
eir current issues at hand. As President Obama enters his second term in office, he has the opportunity to right the ship. President Obama along with his fellow cabinet members have a tall task in front of them; however by prioritizing our nation’s issues and addressing them correctly, progress can and will be made in the very near future. 
According to Robert Reich, former secretary of Labor in the Clinton administration, we as a nation over the next four years must focus on creating new jobs, not the deficit. B
y creating new jobs, it stimulates an economy’s growth, puts money in the newly employed middle class, and offsets the tax raises and reduced government spending. Creating new jobs and focusing on the economy is not our only issue however. CO2 emissions, other green house gases, and overall rising temperatures worldwide are threatening the environment in which we live. Christine Todd Whitman, former governor of New Jersey and administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, along with others propose that climate change should be at the forefront of our minds and the first issue with which we address. 
On the balance, I support the contention that we focus on creating new jobs and establish specific benefits for employers who employ domestically rather than internationally. In terms of the growing environmental problems we face, by no means should we ignore i
t, but we must postpone our efforts in finding a solution due to funding, technological advances, and most importantly time and effort. Coinciden
tly, the state of our current environment may very well lend to creating new jobs in fields such as environmental research, clean up, and even prevention task forces.  


The growth of an economy directly correlates with the amount of employers and employees in the system. Robert Reich is on point when he says, “The deficit is a problem only in proportion to the overall size of the economy. If the economy grows faster than its current 2 percent annualized rate, the deficit shrinks in proportion. Tax receipts grow, and the deficit becomes more manageable” (Reich). In other words, if we focus on growing our economy, or creating new jobs, the deficit will contract in response on its own. Why focus solely on reducing the deficit, which would require major government spending reductions and tax rises when one could stimulate the economy’s growth by creating new jobs, which in turn will cut the deficit without the other regulations? In January of this year, Congress is propos
ing a bill in the form of a fiscal reduction that will include $600 billion in automatic spending cuts and tax increases. This will simply put us further into a recession and ultimately into a downward economic spiral very much like the one many European countries are facing. President Obama must act vigorously and propose an alternative solution. He must advocate finding new jobs and strengthen the middle class, or working class. Not only does Robert Reich suggest creating new jobs, but he also advises the president that tax cuts must be issued to our middle class. The most efficient way to grow our economy is to strengthen our middle class and by giving the middle class tax breaks it allows for expone
ntial growth both in the work force as well as the economy itself. Middle class success and prosperity as well as creating new jobs will jump-start our weakened economy. 


As a new inhabitant of the Nort
h East I have now endured both Hurricane Sandy’s wrath as well as the minor nor’easter’s freeze over. Climate change is something new to me. California, where I am originally from, did not have that much variation in regards to climate. When I think of climate change I think of the changing of seasons. When Christine Todd Whitman thinks of climate change, she thinks of something totally different. The former governor of New Jersey and administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency thinks of global climate change in the form of global warming and green house gas emissions. In many cases the environment is something we take for granted until we experience natural disasters like Hurricane Sandy and nuclear pollution disasters like Fukushima. Many, including M
iss. Whitman, argue that President Obama must focus on climate change. Possible solutions include finding alternative energy sources that burn cleaner and more efficiently and limiting the amount of green house gas emissions that we allow our factories to emit. Christine Whitman is accurate when she states that we must address our environmental issues; however, I believe we must postpone our efforts in dealing with the environment for now. What the former governor ple
ads requires time, effort, and funding. All three of which we do not have. The U.S. must focus on turning the economy around before delving into another issue. As we continue to develop new technology, required funding to address environmental concerns will decrease; but until then the U.S. and President Obama are obligated to mend our vulnerable economy and decrease the unemployment rate.


In addition to Robert Reich’s proposal to stimulate the economy by creating new jobs and strengthening the middle class through tax breaks, the need for well-built American enterprises that employ hard working Americans is at an all time premium. Almost everything we use and operate today is made in a foreign nation, most notably in China
 and imported. Workers in China and other Asian markets receive next to nothing in terms of salary and health be
nefits. This is due im
part to China’s limited regulations, but most potently their commu
nistic approach to government. A lot of American employers will outsource their labor in order to make more of a profit and avoid the high tax rates in the states. We need to level the playing field. China needs to provide benefits and a minimum wage standard for their workers. Moreover, I propose that President Obama suggest to American employers to not outsource their labor and look domestically for employees. This can only happen if a tax break is implemented for employers that employ domestically. This not only keeps positive transactions in the states but it creates new jobs. I strongly believe that by creating new jobs, strengthening the middle class, and employing domestically, President Obama will find success in these upcoming four years and will turn the economy around.


Timing is everything. It is time for the United States to get back to its roots and be the prominent world power that it has historically been. President Obama must take advantage of these next four years and prioritize which issue he and ultimately this nation must address. At the forefront, we need to create new jobs in order to stimulate our economy’s growth. In addition we need to find employers that will employ domestically. If we can get back to American made, American bought, with out a doubt the economy will exponentially grow. In regards to environmental concerns, we must not dwell, but we must not forget. As stated earlier, coincidentally our environmental issues may lend towards creating new jobs in the respective field. We may very well address multiple issues at once; however it is of the utmost importance to support the economy. U.S. citizens had faith in President Obama by electing him for a second term. I hope he will take these next four years to eliminate all of our country’s issues, but this is easier said than done. President Obama must focus on one matter at a time. The time now suggests that we alleviate our economy by generating new jobs and strengthening the middle class. Down the road, time will suggest to fix perhaps another issue like healthcare or military prowess, but for now the United States will benefit greatly from a growing economy sparked by new enterprises, new jobs, and an overall stronger middle cla
ss. 
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�Does “their” refer back to the States?  It's unusual these days to think of “United States” as a plural subject.   


�Could start a new paragraph here.  


�Tighten this up:  “Creating new jobs stimulates economic growth, ...”


�Should start a new paragraph here too, since it seems that this is the start of your “I say” section.


�“it” does not agree with the subject “problems.”  What you are saying in this sentence is also more directly connected to the “planting a naysayer move” you did later on.   





�Spelling is “coincidentally”


�Not exactly, the automatic cuts and tax increases were part of the legislation that raised the debt ceiling.  Congress has to pass new legislation to keep the spending cuts and tax increases  from taking effect now.  


�Do you mean “exponential growth” in the mathematical sense we have studied in this course?   Or are you using this more informally to mean “at a big growth rate?”  It is true that growth at a fixed percentage growth rate each year is an example of exponential growth.


�One word:  Northeast.  


�Don't need the title here.  You could just say “Many, including Whitman, ...”


�Word choice:  “advocates” would be better than “pleads”


�Comma here


�That is starting to change in China, and in fact Chinese jobs are sometimes being outsourced to even cheaper labor markets now.  


�Wrong word:  “due in part”


�Be careful here.  China is a real hybrid of a “legacy” communist government and a capitalist economy.  When you are talking about some aspects of its economy, the communist form of its government actually has very little to do with how things have turned out (or at least, they have turned out very differently from what happened in the other former  Communist states in eastern Europe.)  


�Mike, 





   Your structure is OK, but I think it would be improved if you thought about making it clearer when you start to discuss your own point of view about these questions.  Also think about “planting a naysayer” toward the end of your “I say” section.  For instance, you might think about introducing the point of view of one the panelists who focused on foreign policy issues, and say why you think the economic issues of job creation are even more important.   





Content: B+





Form: B+








