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First Priority


After months of campaigning and countless exhausting hours spent convincing American citizens to give him another term in office, President Obama’s work is just beginning. He is currently looking at an infin
ite laundry list of things to do. His immediate job is to prioritize this list, but the first major problem is what should be at the top? 
Robert Reich believes that Obama should focus on jobs and not the deficit. He argues that America’s deficit problem is in proportion to the overall size of the economy
. Therefore, if Obama grows the economy by creating more jobs
 then the deficit will shrink in proportion and become more managea
ble
. Reich also points out that cutting spending and increasing taxes while unemployment is still high will shrink the economy and cause the deficit to become greater in  proportion
.


On the other hand, Carol Browner believes that Obama’s first priority should be the environment while also stimulating the economy. She believes that if we do not focus on climate change now, then our economy will have to pay more and more for natural disasters. Browner feels the first place to start is working with the electric utilities and power plants to create a new sector plan to reduce carbon pollution and ensure greater energy efficiency while providing business to energy companies
. If Obama helps create plans like this then climate change will slow, the air will be cleaner, and America will be more energy independent, while also stimulating the American economy.


The first priority for Obama in Paul Wolfowitz’s eyes is foreign policy. He says, “Obama may believe he can abandon 'nation-building abroad' to focus on 'nation-building at home,' but that is a false choice
.” Wolfowitz strongly thinks that we have many urgent threats to our national security in the Middle East
. He points out that America’s foreign policy and national security spending makes up only one-fifth of all federal spending
. Thus, Wolfowitz believes even if Obama unwisely cut spending in this area of the government, it would still not help the deficit much.


All of the issues mentioned are extremely important for Obama to help solve to get the United States back on track, but I disagree with Wolfowitz that foreign policy is
 Obama’s first priority for his second term. He claims that America can’t afford not to lead in terms of foreign policy, but if we do not fix our economy, then we will barely be able to afford foreign policy at all. I definitely think we need to maintain foreign policy and national security enough to ensure our current safety and our relationships abroad. However, I do not believe that now is the time to put more money into foreign policy and national security.


I absolutely agree with Reich in that Obama needs to focus on jobs instead of the deficit. Obama desperately and urgently needs to fix the looming fiscal cliff set to begin January 1 of 2013. The 600 billion dollars in spending cuts and tax increases coming at a time when unemployment is high would most likely send the U.S. back into a recession
. In addition to Reich, Rick Ungar, a contributor for Forbes, also warns of the fiscal cliff, “the speed and immediacy of these cuts—coming at a time when the economy remains in a precarious position made all the more complicated by the scheduled rise in the tax obligations discussed above—could have a very negative impact on the economy
.” These tax increases would cause the middle class to significantly cut spending right when the economy needs it in order to grow. Obama’s first priority should be to at least continue Bush’s tax cuts for the middle class, and not yet cut government spending in order to avoid the potentially devastating fiscal cliff.


After preventing the fiscal cliff, Obama needs to put his focus in the environment and jobs. Too often do people ignore the costs of natural disasters on the government and the economy. If we do not focus on the environment in the near future, then climate change will continuously hold us back as it gets worse and worse. Occasional disasters have the ability to stimulate economies, but the increasing frequency and severity of the current and future natural disasters have the potential to cripple economies. Robert Reich made many good points o
f the importance of lowering unemployment, but if we solely focus on jobs, then more and more hurricane Sand
y’s will come costing billions o
n the economy. In the 1990s, natural disasters caused about 20 billion dollars of damage on average per year, while during 2000-2010, the average dollars of damage per year by natural disasters was 100 billion
. The two main reasons for this upward trend is climate change and more people living in disaster areas
. The government needs to start taking climate change more seriously rather than just looking at all natural disasters as part of normal life. Even for the people tha
t do not believe in climate change, Carol Browner points out in her article that the president has said the benefits of clean energy (clean air, enhanced global competitiveness, energy independence, and American jobs) are too important to ignore
. She also brings up a great example of Obama in his first term working towards clean air and creating jobs at one time, “(Obama) worked with governors, car industry executives, labor and environmentalists, to reach an agreement on cleaner, more fuel efficient cars. Manufacturers got the business certainty and regulatory flexibility they needed, consumers won savings at the pump and the air we all breathe got a little cleaner
.” This is exactly the direction that Obama should go in his second term. He needs to pass more laws creating new regulations that create more jobs and business while additionally promoting clean energy.


Obama worked hard for a chance at a second term, but it will not be an easy one. He needs to immediately diss
ect the abundant needs of America and figure out what is the most important and urgent issue. Some people say that answer is foreign policy. I say foreign policy is indeed important, but not the most urgent of issues. The looming fiscal cliff has the potential to be a destructive blast on the economy at the beginning of 2013. This is the most important and urgent issue for Obama right now. In the slightly longer run, clean energy and jobs should be Obama’s top priority. If he can make improvements in those two areas, then there will be more room to help the other important issues for America like the deficit and foreign policy.
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�Don't overstate things – it's certainly a very long list, but nothing in the real world is “infinite” in the mathematical sense(!)


�Start a new paragraph here.  You're starting the “They say” section at this point.  


�Comma here


�Yes.  Part of the reason for this is rating agencies assign lower risks to securities issued by countries when the country's debt is a smaller proportion of its total economy.  


�Maybe say “should be” here


�How about “Reich argued convincingly for the importance of lowering unemployment … “


�Maybe “more and more hurricanes like Sandy will come


�Maybe “at a cost of billions to the economy”  (By the way, the latest estimate of the total damage due to Sandy alone is about 50 billion dollars.)


�Say “who” (and you could also omit the “the” before “people”)


�Word choice:  I'm not sure about “dissect” here – do you “dissect needs?”  I think you mean to say something like “analyze


the many conflicting needs and determine the most important and urgent issues.”








Joe, 





This is generally very well-written and well-structured.  The only suggestion I have is that if you want to do a rewrite, it would be good to practice the “planting a naysayer” move.  Toward the end of your “I say” section, anticipate a possible objection to what you are saying and try to answer it as a part of your argument. 
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