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Modeling the Environment

The Next Four Years


The next four years of President Obama’s tenure in the White House are arguably the most important four years in the history of the United States of America. Our country faces numerous problems that need to be addressed quickly and with very attentive care by the President and his administrators. These issues would include areas like the economy, foreign policy, and the environment; among many others. In a recent blog in the online New York Times’ section called Room for Debate, panelists weigh in on what they feel is the biggest issue that needs to be addressed by President Obama. In no particular order, these blogs are called: Focus on Jobs, Not the Deficit, by Robert Reich, Lead Others on Foreign Policy, by Samuel Berger, and Climate Change Should be Font and Center, by Christine Todd Whitman. Each of these experts present their views as to why these areas are so important, and how the President should attempt to fix these crucial problems.

The fir
st blog that was discussed is an overview on the current predicament that the United States is in economically. The man who gives his opinion on this topic is former secretary of labor for Bill Clinton, Robert Reich. His main argument is that President Obama should focus on creating more jobs, and not worry about the current budget deficit. His reason for saying this is that if enough jobs are created, then the budget deficit will ultimately take care of itself in the long run. The reason he believes this is what the country is in most need of right now is because creating jobs will help the middle class. The middle class is what dictates the direction this country goes in, and the better off the middle class is, the better off our country is. The more jobs created, the less num
ber of people that are unemployed, therefore more people and more money to spend on things that will help stimulate the economy. In summation, a wealthier middle class, with more jobs being created will lead to increased spending on the economy, which will help reduce the budget deficit, thus helping us reduce the national debt. 


The next co
ntributor to the blog is Samuel Berger, a former National Security Advisor. He explains why he thinks that dealing with foreign countries is what is most important to our country at this time. According to Berger, we are at a critical point with dangerous Middle Eastern countries, and President Obama needs to act swiftly and decide how we are going to deal with them. The biggest threat to our national safety is Iran and their progress on developing a nuclear bomb. Obama needs to figure out a way to peacefully negotiate with Iran so that a nuclear war has absolutely no chance of ever happening. Other countries in the Middle East such as Syria, and conflicts between Israel and Palestine are major issues that need to be addressed as well. Things continue to be hostile in these countries, and if tension is not cooled down soon, then it will surely lead to armed conflict which would mean the US getting involved in another economic costly war on Middle Eastern soil. Iran and other Middle Eastern countries can be very dangerous to the future of the existence of the United States, and that is the main reason why foreign policy must be a top concern of Obama’s, according to Berger.


The las
t of the three areas in which Obama needs to figure out how he will help this country in is with the growing concern for the environment from the American people. Christine Todd Whitman, who was the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency, argues that this topic needs to be front and center on President Obama’s to-do list for the next four years. She brings up the recent example of Hurricane Sandy to make aware to the public the seriousness of climate change, and how it poses a major threat to our country. She also argues that we as a country can do a much better job of being more energy efficient, and that responsibility lies on Obama and his administration to get the ball rolling. She also calls for the reduction of emissions, securing chemical sites, and the clearance of needless regulations. She claims that the public safety could be in jeopardy if the Clean Air Act does not pass immediately. However, she is encouraged by the fact that President Obama’s current E.P.A. administrator is seriously examining these issues and is encouraged that Obama is taking this matter as a major priority and hopes he will handle it soon before it is too late for the environment. 


Of all the major topics that were discussed, I feel that some of them are important, and some of them are not as important, but all need to be taken seriously be
 the President. I agree with the ideas that we need to focus on further developing our country internally with regards to our struggling economy, and that the US needs to step up and control what goes on in the world internationally, and take global warming as a serious threat. I feel that Reich, Berger, and Whitman make valid points as to why these are important issues that need to be the main focus of President Obama in his second term. Reich’s theory of creating jobs is extremely useful because it sheds light on the difficult problem of the budget deficit. I feel that he is right when he says that if more jobs are created, this would mean more people have money to spend to help stimulate the economy. People spending money on our economy will help reduce the national deficit which is now trillions of dollars. I strongly believe that the economy should be our main priority over the next four years, and the way that this is going to happen is through creating jobs, reinforcing a struggling middle class, and spendi
ng money to help decrease our budget deficit. Another important issue I feel the President needs to take into concern is our nation’s foreign policy. While I feel that our economy is the biggest issue that President Obama needs to focus on, I think that foreign policy is a close second. In Berger’s blog, he talks about how critical it is for the United States to step up as a leader and facilitate how the world interacts with each other, a
s well as make peaceful negotiations with countries in the Middle East like Iran who are close to acquiring a nuclear bomb. The main objective in handling foreign relations always must be keeping the United States safe, and our safety is something that could be in jeopardy if we do not handle these affairs properly. However, I feel that this is not quite as important as the problem of our economy is because I believe that we need to get our own country in order before we can go out worrying what other countries are doing. Ye
s, one could say that our economy will not matter if a country such as Iran decides to launch a nuclear bomb and wipe out half of the United States, but they are wrong by saying that. The reason they are wrong is because the chances of a country actually attacking the United States is so unlikely, it is almost an impossible occurrence. This is because if they attack the leader of the world in the United States, then they will be at war with not only us, but with the rest of the world as well. This is a battle that they are surely going to lose, just look at what happened after the terrorist attacks on 9/11. The United States reacted accordingly, and have dominated those who attacked our country. Another area that I feel is an important issue that the President needs to address in his second term is the health of our environment. Christine Todd Whitman argues that environmental issues such as climate change should be front and center. Although I agree with Todd Whitman up to a point, I cannot accept her overriding assumption that it is the most important issue the President Obama faces in his second term. His main focus should still be on our economy, and finding a way to create jobs and reduce the budget deficit. I believe that Obama should focus first on helping the economy out of this economic crisis, and then once he has found solutions to help the economy he can focus on environmental issues. The reason I feel this way is because the only way to make our environment better is by pouring tons of federal money into projects that will help us use energy cle
aner and more efficiently. I would not be opposed to this idea at all, if we had the money to do this. But currently, and unfortunately for environmental activists like Whitman, we do not have any money to spend right no
w that will not help us out of our financial hole that we have dug ourselves in, and continue to dig deeper. In conclusion, I believe that all of the topics presented need to be addressed in President Obama’s second term, but I feel that the most important is the economic crisis, specifically creating jobs for a middle class that needs to become wealthier than it currently is.  

All in all, there are many different areas that President Obama needs to improve in his second and more crucial ter
m of Presidency. I believe that of these areas, the most important regard the economy, foreign policy, and environmental issues. Of those, I feel that the economy needs to be the main focus of Obama’s second term, specifically regarding the creation of jobs for the percent of our nation that is unemployed. Here is my train of thought as to why: If he focuses on primarily creating jobs, this will help reduce the budget deficit, which will give us more money to spend in areas such as pursuing foreign objectives, and cleaning up the environment, which will help the problem that is global warming. Thus, creating jobs will take care of all of the areas that need improvement the most. I feel that Obama cannot be blamed for what happened in his first term, as he was still cleaning up much of the mess made by Preseident Bush. In his second term, Obama can really focus on the things he feel will help turn our country around.  If Obama can do this, he will have successfully navigated the most powerful nation in the world through one of the toughest times it has ever faced. I have faith in him, as I feel that he can lead us to prosperity, and cement his legacy as one of the greatest Presidents ever to have taken office for the United States of
 America.   
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�You don't need to structure the introductory sentences of these paragraphs by saying “the first..., the next ..., the last …  ” That is a rather wordy way to do it that doesn't catch the reader's interest very well.  





It would be much “tighter” and more interesting to just say “Robert Reich, former Secretary of Labor in the Clinton administration, argues that President Obama should focus on creating more jobs and not worry about the current budget deficit.”


�This is kind of an obvious conclusion – “more jobs means lower unemployment.”  I'm not sure you even need to say that.


�See comment above about your introductory sentences.


�See comment above about your introductory sentences.  


�“by the President”


�Not sure I follow you here.  How would spending money help decrease the budget deficit?   We could spend on things like education and job training that would eventually reduce the deficit (by encouraging economic growth), but what you meant is not clear.  


�This is really a new point.  Start a new sentence.  


�It seems as though you are “planting a naysayer” here.  That is good.  But it would be even clearer and make more impact if you follow something like the “They Say, I Say” templates for doing this.   


�Should be “more cleanly”


(parallel to the next one)


�Don't need the “currently”�and the “right now” in the same sentence.  Choose one.


�Say “term as President”


�Nick, 





   Your overall structure is very good now.  I would just suggest working on how you signal to the reader where you are in the structure.  Within the “They say” section, you could make the transitions from the discussion of the ideas of one contributor to the NYTimes blog to the  discussion of the next one in a less formulaic way.  It would be good to try to make the “planting a naysayer” move more explicit.  
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