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Over the next four years during President Obama’s term there will be many topics that will need to be taken care of by President Oba
ma and his administration.  Some of those topics include economic, political, and environmental issues.  So
me of the economic issues deal with putting jobs into the economy and fixing the economy.  Some of the political issues involve foreign policy and where our nation should stand on that issue.  Some of the environmental issues involve the greenhouse gases and pollution levels throughout the country that are becoming harmful to our nation.  There were three blogs that appe
aled to me and they were; “Green Goals without Rancor” by Carol Browner, “Concentrate on Needs for Employers” by Elaine L. Chao, and “Lead Others on Foreign Policy” by Samuel R. Berger.  Each of these people had a different view on which issue was the most important for President Obama’s next term.  


Elaine Chao believes that President Obama really needs to focus on putting jobs into the economy during his next term.  According to Chao the best way to do this is by cutting taxes and decreasing the regulations on businesses.  Chao believes that the best way for an economy to grow is by giving t
he businesses confidence and money so that they can expand and create jobs.  Chao presents the view that if America opens up trade, brings in more money, cuts taxes, and helps businesses rather than hurt them the economy will grow and prosper.


Carol Browner believes that President Obama needs to put environmental issues at the forefront of his next term.  According to Browner the main parts of the environment that need to be taken care of are the air quality and limiting greenhouse gases.  Browner also believes that a key contributor to pollution and problems with energy conservation are the uses of automobiles and electricity.  Browner wants President Obama and his administration to work with power utilities to create a better plan to reduce carbon pollution and better way to conser
ve electricity. Browner brings forth the view that if this is not done then the country will suffer as a result of the la
ck of cooperation from President Obama and his administration.


Samuel Berger presents the view that President Obama needs to really focus on foreign policy issues during his next term in office.  Berger says in his blog “If foreign nations who are a threat to us do not enjoy our interests then we will force them upon the
m.” (3).  Berger also believes that foreign policy must be directed at the Middle East, especially with Iran because of their nuclear program.  Berger believes that if President Obama does not address foreign policy issues then the government will have a hard time accomplishing anything because other nations will be at our throats.  These nations will be willing to go to war with us and attack us which is Berger’s main point.


I agree with Chao and Browner.  I find that their views are more important than Berger’s point of view.  Chao’s is the most important of the three and without a doubt 
is a huge problem in our nation.  I agree with Chao because she was once the Secretary of Labor for eight years under George W. Bu
sh.  She knows how the economy works in this country.  She knows how it changes fast and she was in office when the recession began.  She saw how the economy plummeted and what went wrong at the end of her term.  Chao has the resources and knowledge to give thoughts and ideas to fix the economy which makes her a very reliable source.


Creating jobs in our economy and our nation is very important in order to get our country out of this depression and out of this deep national debt.  The best way to do this is by finding ways to put money into the economy.  I believe that cutting taxes, decreasing regulations on businesses, and increasing trade within states and other nations will bring money into the economy.  Once more money is in the economy companies and businesses will then be able to expand and hire more people.  Once more people are hired and job creation keeps increasing then that will create confidence within the economy and businesses.  Once confidence is created then the economy will finally be able to come out of the recession.  It is much easier said than done but should be the forefront of President Obama’s next term.


I also agree with Browner and her point of view on environmental issues.  Browner wants to make the air cleaner and create better and more efficient forms of energy.  I agree with that because it is something that our country is lacking in terribly, effic
ient energy.  We burn through gas and oil like it is nothing and in some places pollution is through the roof.  Greenhouse gases are a huge problem and if we continue to make things worse then we will eventually burn through the ozone layer and the world will change.  Browner has the right ideas to fix the environment in creating better forms of energy especially with cars. The government should make cars that are very energy efficient but so that everyone can afford them.  The Chevy Volt is very expensive and not many people have them but they are great for the environment.  The government should focus on making environmental changes that everyone can afford and be a part of.  If the government does this then changes in the environment will take place because everyone will be following it.


One of the biggest reasons that Browner’s view is so important is that what happens if people like Browner are ignored and no one does anything about the environment?  None of the other issues will eventually matter because we, along with the rest of the world, will have depleted our resources and more than likely destroyed the ozone layer which will result in disaster.  It could result in world population even plants and animals being destroyed by the massive amount of heat and lack of oxygen.  That is why Browner’s view is so important and why President Obama should put environmental issues at the forefront of his next term.  If the President Obama and his administration don’t do something to pave the way for environmental reform then it will eventually be too late to do anything.


I disagree with Berger and his views on foreign policy.  Our foreign policy is very strong right now but should not be the forefront of President Obama’s term.  Foreign policy would be the forefront of someone else’s term if our economy and domestic issues were taken care of.  Berger isn’t wrong in his point of view
 it just is not the best time to focus on foreign policy.  The government needs to focus on what is happening within our borders right now rather than outside.  If the government puts all its resources on foreign policy then it will not be able to take care of problems domestically, like the economy.  If the government fixes problems domestically before focusing on foreign problems then there will actually be benefits.  Other countries will see how we fixed our domestic issues and then be more open to our help.  


I
f someone was to say that the only thing mattered in President Obama’s next term was foreign policy and problems in other nations then my response would be that if our government only focused on foreign problems what would happen to our country.  Foreign policy is very important but it cannot be the primary focus of any government.  If a government is more worried about what happens outside their borders then the country won’t succeed simply because they will be more focused on issues outside their borders than inside.  The naysayers who are more worried about foreign nations attacking us need to realize that if we put all our efforts and resources into taking out other nati
ons will have more enemies and a terrible homeland.  Domestic issues should be put over foreign issues every time so our country can thrive.  If there is a good balance then our country will truly prosper and grow at a good rate.


Over the next four years President Obama and his administration should focus on the economy and the environment.    Jobs will help every aspect of the economy; politically, economically, socially, and culturally.  More jobs will do more for our country than many people think.  With the economy where it is and with the environment where it could be I believe President Obama cannot ignore these topics.  Environment development is the second most important topic and will also help our country in many ways.  It will even help create jobs because it will require extensive man power and resources.  These two issues should be at the forefront of there “to-do” list so to speak.  Our country needs to be fixed over the next four years.  It at least needs to be put on the right path otherwise things will only get worse.  If our government follows people like Chao and Browner then our government should succeed.  These people understand what needs to be done and it seems very logical and ben
eficial.  
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�Since you have already used the full title once in this sentence, this could be shortened to “the President” or something like that.  


�Starting four sentences in a row like this is repetitive. “Mix it up” a little.  


�It's better not to make this about whether you liked what they had to say or not.  Just say that these three blog posts proposed different opinions of what the most important priority for the President's second term should be.  


�Don't need “the” here


�Electricity does not really need to be “conserved.”  We do need to develop ways to generate and distribute it more efficiently, though.





�I don't think the issue is “lack of cooperation.”  What she is saying is that the environmental issues are the most important ones that we are facing.  But what you say here is not a very complete summary of her point of view.


�I don't see anything like this quotation in Berger's blog entry.  Check this and correct it.  Plus, what is that supposed to mean??


�How is Chao the problem?? Or did you mean to say something else.  


�There are stronger ways to say that someone's opinion should be taken into account than just to assert that they know what is happening.  


�Your sentence is wordy and not very clear because of the way you use “it” at first and only say what “it” is at the end.  Say something like:  “I agree because our country uses energy very inefficiently.”   


�Semicolon or new sentence here.  


�Good – the “naysayer” move!


�I don't follow you.  What did you mean to say here?Also, why does focusing on foreign policy necessarily mean “taking out” other nations.  Couldn't the approach we used be peaceful negotiations, economic sanctions, etc.?  


�Bobby, 





  The structure here is very good.  You have clearly marked the transition to the “I say” section, and you have used the “planting a naysayer” move pretty well.  The major comment I have now is that you need to work on varying your sentence structure within paragraphs and you also need to try to say things in more direct, forceful, and less wordy ways.  There are a number of places here where you could “tighten up” the way you say things and that would add a lot.
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