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Obama’s Second Term


Approaching his second term President Obama is placed under a lot of pressure. There is a lot of skepticism on the matter of reform for the U.S. With layoff rates as high as they have been post-recession, economical progression evas
ive as ever, foreign relations in shambles, and climate change a growing concern
 the president has a lot on his plate. A l
ot of suggestions have been presented on what he should focus on. Some suggest t
he increase in attention to environmental improvements, focusing on foreign policies, or concentrating on the increase rate of unemployment. 


Recognizing the pitiful state of employment in the U.S., Elaine E. Cho
a a former secretary of Labor, government official, and Executive, suggested that Obama focus on the “
Needs of the Employees”. Now that unemployment rate has reached pre-recession levels, the best methods towards reform would be creating more jobs. This, Elaine Choa, suggest
 can be done by providing special attention to young businesses and entrepreneurs. This includes providing tax breaks
, and providing assistance to help businesses comply with policies. In result business owners and entrepreneurs will gain confidence, pursue more business ventures that would create more jobs and ov
erall benefit the economy.


Christine Todd Whitman, however, believes that the focus should instead be directed towards climate change. In light of Hurricane Sandy’s devastation, both physically and economically, she believes that climate change has earned priority. Th
e cap-and-trade policy would help with the reduction with CO2 emissions, with the support of the president this policy can be brought back to c
ongress for revision and reconsideration. Focusing on the reduction of harmful toxins from the environment also plays an important role in keeping the nation safe. While regulating the hazardous materials on American soil, Christine Todd Whitman believes we are also eliminating potential terrorist targets. 


Where as Chris
tine believes that we should be fighting terrorism on the national level, Samuel R. Berger, a former Deputy Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs under the Clinton administration, sugge
st that the President focus on the affairs of the Middle East. With tension on the rise between Iran and Israel, a nuclear
 is believed to be the potential outcome. Iran has also threatened to place mines in the Persian Gulf, which if realized would block the waterways of half of the world’s oil supply. 

There is one point that ties all of these suggestions together, and that is the improvement and safekeeping of our way of living. I understand the importance for the support of all these suggestions, for that specific reason I think that they all can be combined into just one focus. We are in dire need of job creating alternatives, and the pursuit of cleaning the environment can be a possible medium for job creation.  While environmental jobs reduce risk of National threats (jobs of securing chemical sites, and other similar jobs), I
nter-National threats, such as the resentment of America in Syria and the possibility of Iran acquiring nuclear warheads, can be taken care of with political intervention. This, as Samuel R. Berger suggested
 can be done through the proposal of regulations towards the use of their nuclear program.

Although it might seem that the main focus of this suggestion is towards terrorism and National safety, and less on environmental iss
ues. But I believe that there is a connection between these two. Allowing Iranians to acquire nuclear warheads without applying guidelines t
o the use of these warheads would be devastating. If left unchecked we could be looking at a possible war outbreak, and as we observed during the War in Iraq it
s costly to fund a war. Given our economic status we are not in a position to participate in a war. Another concern for leaving this matter unresolved is the effects that it would have in the trade of oil. Iran has made it clear that they lace the Persian Gulf with mines in the possibility of war against the Isra
elites. Oil trading is essential part of our economy, and everyday livin
g. 

�Wrong word(s).  I'm guessing you mean something like “economic progress elusive.”  (“Elusive” means “hard to find.”  “Evasive” means “trying not to be found.”)





�Comma here


�Better: Many 


�Maybe “an increase”


�You are misreading the name – it is Chao


�No.  Look at the title of Chao's blog post again, more carefully.   There is no need to put this in quotation marks, though, even if you have used a phrase that is part of the title.  


�Should be “suggests,” and you need to take out the comma before the “suggests” and put it after the “suggests”


�No comma needed here.


�The “overall” could go right before the “economy” – “benefit the overall economy”


�Since there is not a single cap-and-trade, but rather a range of possible options for that approach, it would be better to say “A cap-and-trade policy … “


�capitalize


�Use her last name, not her first name.  This is too familiar for this type of writing.  


�Should be “suggests”


�Nuclear war?  


�Should be “international”


(no hyphen, no capitals)


�Need a comma here.


�This is not a complete sentence.  I think you meant to use this as an introductory clause to the next sentence.  (Take out the “but” if you do that.)


�“guidelines for.”  But actually, the US has said flatly that “Iran must not be allowed to obtain nuclear weapons.”   It is not a matter of guidelines.  





�Should be “it is”


�Just say “against Israel.” 


�Robertho, 





  The structure here is pretty good, and you have made the transition from the “they say” to the “I say” in an effective way.  However, there are several inaccuracies in your summary of the Elaine Chao article.  More importantly, you have not included a list of references for the blog posts that you consulted.  If you decide to do a rewrite, you should definitely include that.  It would also be good to find a few direct quotations to represent the views of each of your sources and incorporate them into your summaries at the start.  You might also try including a “planting a naysayer” move toward the end.  
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