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Summer Reading


When I first received the summer reading assignment, I made sure to look up some information on Sarah Bakewell’s “How to Live” to see what I would be getting myself into over the summer. Immediately I became excited as I read the chapter titles because I have always had a fascination in
 philosophy and how we should live our lives. Prior to this summer, I had never read any books on the subject, but have always enjoyed thinking about the matter on my own with my life experiences. While I read each chapter title, it immediately made me relate to my own life and whether I already live that way, want to start living that way, or completely disagree with Montaigne altogether. Although I finished the book and was overall pleased with “How to Live” as the summer reading choice, reading the chapter titles was the pinnacle of my excitement for the book over the summer. There were some points in the book that got me excited and rela
ting the writing to my own life, but the majority of the time I was falling asleep because Montaigne’s tangents were too prolonged. Before starting the book, I incorrectly expected it to be more modern. I looked at a few reviews that said “How to Live” relates to any time in history including today, which is true, but too much of it was about Montaigne’s life leading up to each attempt at an answer. I was interested in his life at some points, but most of the time I became bored because our lives are so different, and his reasoning for some attempts at an answer were not close to my own. Initially, I hoped Bakewell would discuss each attempt at an answer rather than just write about how Montaigne came to each one. Overall, I enjoyed the summer reading because the subject of the book alone was better than most of what I was assigned over the summers in high school. I believe the topic makes for great discussions, and Montaigne’s attempts at answers can be somewhat life changing for a young student to think about.


All twenty of Montaigne’s attempts at answering 
how to live were thought
 provoking, but I found “Question everything,” “Be convivial: live with others,” and “See the world” to be the most personally compelling. These three were the most meaningful to me at this point in my life, and are the ones that I want and need to do more of. Especially since that I am now moved away from the security of my home, I need to question everything. It is vital that I began to think for myself rather than just accepting what all the people around me say as true. With the constant influence of Professor Lawren
ce in my Intro to Philosophy class, I have already begun to do this at Holy Cross. Every day in class it is stressed to question what we believe to be as true simply because other people say it is.

Also at Holy Cross, I have begun making more of an effort to “Be convivial: live with others.” I have always enjoyed spending time with my friends and family, but I never used to make much of an effort to meet new people. At the beginning of the summer, my brother came home after a wedding and told me about meeting Ben Eaves, a successful and highly respected man in the hockey and business world. Although only in his twenties, Ben has won countless hockey awards, and is the player/coach of a team in the top hockey league in Finland without knowing a word of Finnish. In addition to hockey, he has lead many charities, and is a successful entrepreneur. About first meeting him, my brother told me, “I felt he genuinely cared, and wanted to absorb every word I said to him.” He asked a mutual friend about him, and the secret was just that he did genuinely care. The friend explained that Ben loves meeting new people because he knows every person has a story, and there is always something he can learn from each person he talks to. Hearing about this encounter was extremely meaningful because of how highly regarded he is in the hockey and business wor
ld. This story and reading Montaigne’s chapter on being convivial was life changing for me. I now try to be like Ben Eaves by meeting and listening to as many people as I can, while continuing to have my alo
ne time like Montaigne stresses.

Lastly and most importantly, I want to see the world. I am a strong believer in that there is no place like home, but Montaigne is right in that you are limited if you stay home too much. In the summers over the next four years, I want to travel to new places whenever it is possible. Even beyond Holy Cross I want to try to use hockey to live in Europe even if that means I am making close to no money. I aspire to immerse myself in new cultures all across the globe. Also, I intend to take Montaigne’s “see the world” a step further. I want to see the world even if it means it’s down the street. As long as I have never done it before, I plan to try i
t. This past year, I heard my favorite quote ever; “Everyday you wake up it is the youngest you will every be.” This quote inspires me to see the world, and try as many new things as possible. One of the main elements of philosophy is that knowledge comes from within. I disagree. I believe the majority of our wisdom comes not from necessarily a classroom or from within, but from our experiences.

After reading “Of Cannibals,” I had a little more of an understanding and appreciation for Montaigne. However, I found the way Montaigne wrote his tangents to be drawn out and boring, but I did appreciate discussing the interesting points from his writing. In addition, I feel as though I would have enjoyed Montaigne’s stories in “How to Live” more had I read some of his original stori
es prior like “Of Cannibals.” In conclusion, I did not always enjoy reading Montaigne, but I am happy that “How to Live” was assigned as summer reading because it was extremely thought provoking.

�Better:  “fascination with”


�Do you mean “points where the writing was related to my own life?”


�Insert: the question


�Need a hyphen here


�Joe Lawrence is famous for that, as I'm sure you know.  Hope you continue to find his class challenging and stimulating.


�This seems more balanced than in the first version.  Good.


�This is really a different point and it deserves some more discussion.  I think you are making a connection to the “keep a private room behind the shop” chapter here.  One of the things all people must do is to find a balance between the desire to be convivial and the need we all have to have time and space to ourselves for reflection.


�I admire the exuberance of this statement.  But I have to ask the next question because your sentence is so sweeping: Aren't there limits?   (For instance, would you inject heroin or commit murder just because you haven't done those things before?)


�Careful – people usually use “stories” to mean short-form works of fiction. Montaigne's essays are not that sort of writing.   
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