Jake Youso

2/24/12 

Paper #1

Connections

In our society technology is something we crave and always strive to become better at creating. In recent years, things such as face to face communication and hand written letters are becoming more and more scarce. Due to the increased use of cell phones and the internet, the need for face to face conversation or even phone calls is diminishing. Younger generations that have grown up with technology are unaware of what it’s like to be without thes
es new forms of communication. The lifestyle many people live today is always being “turn
ed on.” The controversy at hand is whether or not people are losing their conversational skills and becoming addicted to their technological devices.

One point of view people have is that new technology is a good thing. With busy lifestyles many people lead, time for conversation and face to face communication isn’t always convenient. Things such as cell phones and the internet
, help people fit talking and communication into their lives at any moment they choose. Having this technology also helps people stay closer and lets them understand what is happening in other parts of the country or even the world. With the advancement of technology our world has become faster and s
marter, enabling us to communicate with people in ways we have never been able to. With this speed you can learn just about anything you want. By using search engines such as Google or YouTube, people can connect with others from all over the globe. This type of communication is beneficial to society because it allows everyone to have access to information right now. Outside of people without the internet or cell phones, any source of information can be found just by typing in an address or a search. Overall this type of learning has made our society better and more ready to advance in many fields of l
earning.

On the other end of the spectrum, Sherry Turkle, a professor at MIT, argues that this form of communication is ruining how people interact and their relationships with others around them. Using the technology for positive reasons is obviously a good thing, but the new advancements in cell phones and the internet are more of a distraction. Rather than helping accomplish meaningful tasks, people are using technology to take shortcuts and skip out on daily conversations. In her lecture Sherry Turkle discussed many different angles fo
r which technology is shaping us. In one case, Turkle discussed how once you are on the internet, whether it be on facebook or through another website, your privacy is no longer yours. In her talk, she described how technology has progressed extremely fast and the time to make laws and other rules dealing with technology have not yet caught up. In her book Alone Together, Turkle also goes into detail about relationships people are having via the internet. One aspect she states is “we think we will be presenting ourselves, but our profile ends up as somebody else- often the fantasy of who we want to be” (Turkle 153). Sherry Turkle’s point of view is that of a war
ning and one the is precautious of things to be. She insists that if we keep using technology the way we do now it will have lasting effects on society.

Turning our digital world off was something we did as a class and something I actually enjoyed. Being disconnected was something I have done many times due to the location where I live. I will say it was much harder at school then it has been at home. While being turned off, things like surfing the web and sending a message to a friend, were options I was not able to choose. For the first time in a long time, I was given a true feeling of loneliness but also a feeling of peace knowing it was just me. It forced me to use my time in a
 differently and think about how to get in touch with the outside world in a different way. Now instead of surfing the web for sports information or sending a message to someone saying hi, I had to pick up a news paper or get outside my room and have a face to face conversation. The hardest part of the no connection time period for me
, was not using the internet. So much of my life is surro
unded by using the internet, from school to checking up on friends and family, 
being disconnected made me feel as if I was missing something or not in the loop. I also found that even though my phone was off it was still comforting to know I had it with me. When I took it one step further and took the phone out of my pocket, my experience of feeling alone was taken to another level. Knowing that I did not even have a phone to turn on, even if I wanted to, was a strange feeling and one I have not had since I was in the 9th grade. 

In regards to Sherry Turkle
s lecture and excerpt from her book, I thought many of her ideas were very right. For me, it seems like people are in fact very addicted to technology and using it for reasons that do not impact them in a positive way. By spending a day without my phone, I realized even more how many people are on their phones all the time. Walking around campus I could see phones people were using just about anywhere I went. With that being said, I did appreciate the experience of being turned off, but am also glad to have my phone and the internet. I personally enjoy being able to stay close to my family and see what is happening in the world on a daily basis. The fact that you can get information so quickly is a benefit because it makes you more in tu
ned with the world around you, even though it is in a very different way. 

In conclusion always being turned on can be an o
k thing. The way we use our technology can be useful as long as we don’t let our technology shape us. With more users of cell phones and the internet, there will always be the constant of people being on their phones. Trying to keep in mind the useful ways we can use these technologies
, is something people will have to understand more and more as time goes on. After spending a day turned off and without technology, I have a better appreciation for what life would be like without it, and am glad we have to opportunity to stay connected and get information fas
t.

�Typo





�Careful, to someone my age, this phrase means something completely different from what I'm guessing you mean by it (think “Tune in, turn on, drop out,” often via LSD or other hallucinogens).  Turkle just says “always on”


�Don't want this comma


�Faster, certainly.  Smarter?  That seems questionable, although it is true that average scores on IQ tests have gone up in the last 50 years.  


�A skeptic might say that having access to all this information and knowing how to use it effectively (how to pick out the important parts of a flood of data and having the skills to evaluate what you find) are completely different things.  How would you answer that?


�Seems like “angles from which technology is shaping us” would be better here.


�This is somewhat wordy.  Why not just say “Sherry Turkle is warning us that we need to be cautious about the future.”


�“in a different way” or just “differently”


�No comma here


�“is surrounded by” doesn't sound quite right.  Maybe “depends on”


�Run-on.  Start a new sentence here.


�Missing apostrophe


�Just “tune” here


�Maybe.  But does it have to be “always?”  Isn't the “always on” the problem?  Weren't you saying that it was good to be “off” sometimes too?





�No comma here


�Jake, 





I think the main question to consider here is whether


we can prevent our technology from shaping us.   Turkle would say no – for her, it's part of the deal, so to speak – once we adopt a new technology that changes things profoundly, we really cannot help but be shaped by it.  Think about written language, for instance.  That is certainly a form of technology and it completely altered the way humans approached using their minds, maintaining information, and interacting with the world.  Before written language, anything you wanted to know had to be held in your own (or someone else's) memory.  The real issue, then, is to deal with consequences that were not anticipated.  For instance, did the inventors of TV want so many people in the US  to turn into “couch potatoes.”  I don't necessarily want to say you are being too optimistic here, but it seems to me that there are times when what you are proposing is much harder than it sounds.     
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