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Paper 1 – Connections Reaction Paper

As you walk around campus here at Holy Cross, you see students listening to their iPods as they walk to class, sitting in Cool Beans looking at Facebook on their laptops, and texting while they are having a conversation with another person. These new technologies have revolutionized the world we live in. Life now is faster then ever, with everything at your fingertips. With the advancement of cellphones, text messaging, and social networking sites, keeping in touch with friends, family, and colleagues has never been easier. Some might say that communication has been greatly enhanced with the development of this new technology, while others believe that communications technology is affecting the quality of our interactions with others. One of these people, Sherry Turkle, believes that today’s society is “always on.” She believes that the effects from our digital technologies are damaging our current and future interpersonal relationships. Sherry Turkle views that the quality and depth of our real time relationships have changed over the last decade, and not altogether for the better. I believe that technology has enriched our lives allowing us to perform tasks quicker and more effici
ent bu
t at the same time definitely having the ability to distract from the world around us. 


In today’s society, technology seems to be used at almost every second of everyday. College students especially seem to be “always on.” My
self being one of them, I am constantly using some sort of technology whether it be a social networking site like Facebook or Twitter or simply just texting my friends. There are definitely times when Facebook or my cellphone becomes distracting when I am trying to study or write an essay. Even now as I sit at my desk writing this essay, my phone is right next to me as await a text message back from my friend. Although it may seem that soci
ety today uses their technological devices way too much, I believe that using these technologies ar
e extremely beneficial, particularly when at school. For me personally, I love having the ability to always be in contact with someone from home. I know my parents love it, consid
er the fact they try to contact me at least once everyday. Sometimes that’s just too much, but it’s nice to know that you are always able to communicate with them at any moment with just a simple text message. With my friends from home being at different schools across the country, Facebook and text messaging are two great w
as to keep in touch with them. As Sherry Turkle says, choosing to communicate is almost exclusively in those ways motivated by a desire to be “never alone but always in control.” I agree with this statement because when you feel alone you can send a quick text message to anyone you want to start up a conversation. On the other hand, you have the power to not be in contact with any
one. That is the beauty of this new technology. 

Modern-day technology allows people to be who they really want to be, to virtually live a second life. According to Sherry Turkle’s chapter Always On, she describes how a man named Pete lives a double life through an avatar named Rolo. Rolo is a buff and handsome young man who is “married” to Jade, a female avatar he met in the virtual world. Pete has never met Jade in real life and describes her as intelligent, passionate, and easy to talk to. According to Pete, he says “Second Life gives me a better relationship that I have in real life. This is where I feel most myself. Jade accepts who I am. My relationship with Jade makes it possible for me to stay in my marriage, with my family” (Turkle: 159). It is so ironic how an avatar who he has never met in real life “accepts his truest self” (Turkle: 159). I believe that these virtual games are great for anyone who wants to get away from the real world as long as they are still able to have good relationships with others. In Pete’s situation, I feel that it is kind of sad how he has a better relationship with an avatar online than his wi
fe. This part of the use of technology is where I agree with Sherry Turkle. Our personal relationships can be drastically influenced by the way we use technology. People need to be able to separate themselves from onl
ine and be able to have healthy relationships with other human beings.  

According to David Foster Wallace’s quote, it is hard if you are a “young fish” to realize the “water” is there if you haven’t experienced anything else. During the recent Connections event, I tried my best to explore different ways to interact with the world rather then use my phone, unfortunately there were times when I had to use it. During the weekend I went to Stonehill College and Boston College. This is when I realized the benefits of technology as well as the ability to meet new people and engage in conversation with out the use of my cellphone. When travelling to both colleges, I was able to look up train schedules, cab service numbers, as well as communicate with my friends at each school to let them know where I was and when I was coming all with my cellp
hone. When I got to each school I put my phone away and talked with my friends I haven’t seen in a long time as well as meet new people. It was nice to put my phone away and just have good conversations with people I haven’t m
eet before or seen in a long time. It was like a breath of fresh air. Over the course of the weekend, I learned that we are able to choose the extent to which we use technology. As hard as it is, it is possible to not use technology. Me personally, I could not see myself never using Facebook or texting again so I will still continue to use these technologies but I am going to try and use them le
ss. I believe that this event was a valuable experience because it thought me how truly influential technology is on my life. 


Communication is a critical thing in today’s society because the exchange of information is vital in living.  With new technology being introduced everyday, communication has been enhanced drastically. Some believe that these new technologies have made mankind better while others disagree. Sherry Turkle, for instance, believes that our “always on” culture is significantly altering the way we have relationships with others. I believe that technology is only making our culture better by making it easier to communicate with others. We just need to be conscious of not becoming dependent on technology in order to keep quality and depth of our real time relationships. 

�Should be “efficiently” 


�This could also be a separate sentence.  


�This phrase is not necessary.  You could just say “I myself am constantly using some sort of technology … “


�Better – “people today use”  (it's not society that uses the devices, it is individuals)


�Should be “is”


�“considering”


�Typo:  “ways”


�That is one aspect of the “control” Turkle is talking about.  But is it the whole thing?  Isn't she also saying that this technology allows you to set the terms under which you communicate more so than was true with methods people used in the past?   For instance,  you can decide when (or whether) to respond to a text in a way you can't with a phone call.  You can also take time to formulate a response so that your true feelings are hidden (if you want to do that), etc.  


�Agreed.  (I would also say it is more than “kind of” sad.)


�“the online world” (?)


�You're right that for the practical business of arranging transportation there's no substitute for the way this technology simplifies things!


�Typo:  ``met''


�Ed, I would say that using them more “intentionally” is probably even more important than just reducing how much you use them.  That is, it is most important to know what this technology is especially good for, to use it effectively without getting obsessed, and to make space for other kinds of communication that support our need for actual human contact and real relationships with others. 
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