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  Technology offers many advances in the world and it has made an impact in our everyday life. The real meaning of technology according to the dictionary is the making, usage, and knowledge of tools, machines, techniques, crafts, systems or methods of organization in order to solve a problem or perform a specific function. Nowadays we often confu
se the main point of the technology from being a tool to a way of living. We live in this century where every day we learn new features and tools about all these devices that complement our “life-mix”.

  “Technology is the architect of our intimacy”, said Sherry Turkle, we live in a world where we are always on, always connected and sometimes we lose the sense of things and we do not realize how much we are depending on them, this sense of being submerged by constant communication such as emails, texts, calls and other ways of communication that we use nowadays. But what can we do if we grew up and learned to live with all this exi
stence. Its like a shadow of technology that people does not see, because they grew up using it. But this whole existence of technology has brought us to a limit where many people are highly dependent on these devices and sometimes even addicted to these media, which is the biggest concern. As Sherry Turkle says "we have reached a point where America has chosen to name cell phones with candy and ice cream flavors”. There is sweetness to them that we can call addiction. Personally, I have an Iphone and yes, I feel like I am always connected to the world, my family and friends. I can always talk to them and if I cannot call them I just send them a text to let them know I am good and thinking about them. On the other hand I have an account on all social networks, such as Facebook, Twitter and two email accounts i
n which I have the application or access in my iphone whe
re I am able to constantly check and receive notifications of each. To be honest I sometimes consider myself addicted. I verify each of these accounts at least three times a day, it
s automatic, something that I am used to do most of the time I touch my phone, but I am working on it because I know its not the right thing to do. Sometimes I feel in need of personal space and do more productive things and this activity helped me out at least for a day. When all this technolog
y such as social networking sites or games makes part of daily life is the way you are living. 
The two main points of this issue that we should consider are privacy and control. In recent years privacy has been a conflict of controversy due to theft in identity in many of these social networks in which people "hacked" accounts and could do many things with the information or photos you provide in these websites. With all these social networking sites our privacy is invaded and we do not see it that way, but sometimes you have “friends” on these websites which are not really your friends just people that sometimes you don’t even know and they are able to see all your information, pictures and updates of your life. Sherry Turkle said “What is democracy without priv
acy?” People need to have some space with their own, without hiding things and this does not mean doing something wrong, just space for personal reflection. In the other hand the control, the key to use technology successfully is control. Technology is a very beneficial progress in these days. We just have to learn or modify the use of it and control the time and the reasons for what we use it. All these social networks have their positive side, its a way of communication, you can see how your distant relatives or friends are, how they are living, share pictures and thoughts with them but we have to really connect the way it matters. “Social places or public places such as train stations or a park are no longer a communal space, people come together but do not speak to each other” (Turkle, p. 155).  Everyone is focused on his own mobile device or computer and while using these devices people around consider these people as absent, because even though they can talk to them, they know they w
ont have their full attention. In our hectic lives, bu
sy of communication there are places where we should not lose the habit of talking face to face and take into account the few moments we can share in the same place with your family or friends and value them and put aside all this technology that keeps us close the people who are distant and disunite the ones near to you
. I include myself and think back when I am at dinner with my family and my father tells us to stop texting and sometimes we get mad, in point of fact, there have been times that he removed our phones during dinner and we fir
e up just because of the feeling of not having the phone with us. In some cases as in business some companies provides you a work phone and there are many business people who have two phones and feel compelled to have it with them always because that is their job and they are committed to have that availability.  This problem is not only in children but also parents who sometimes do not pay attention to their children because they might be working on emails or texting but that is what children learn, “they are dividing their attention between children and mobile devices” (Turkle p. 160).  But can we prevent this? I guess n
o, if we are connected everywhere. Every day there is more and more places wireless connected. "Wi-Fi has made it to the skies" (Turkle p.164). Literally. Anxiety by these means has reached a level out of control, people today have no patience for these because they are so used to reply emails and texts so fast that when for some reason one is delayed they feel ignored or worried. Parents today tend to spoil their children from an early age by giving them a phone and thus begin to be connected from an early age and then these are the ones who feel more addicted to these devices.  As a matter of fact, I was talking to my younger sister who is 10 years old a few days ago and I said, "Hey, I have not talked to you for days!" and she says, "Well, if you tell mom to buy me a phone I could call you…” and I told her “No Patricia, you are too young, maybe in a couple of years... and you know what, when I get home I think I am deactivating your facebook too” 
she says, “Ok Fabiana, call me when you are in a better mood”. And hung me up.  I could not believe she told me that, then I called back my mom and she told me “your sister went out of the room so pissed”.  At first I started laughing but then I told my mom, “You know what mom? She never goes out to ride a bicycle or do something active, she is always playing games in the computer or watching TV, I am really considering deactivating her facebook account when I get home”.  Mom says, “I totally agree, I do not know why you made her an account”.   I guess I made her an account when I left home for college so in that way she can see my pictures and stuff, but she has gone to
 far with it. This event has really helped me out to think beyond this issue and got me thinking all the time I lose using these social networks. That does not mean I am going to get rid of them for good but to be more conscious of to what extent I use t
hem.

  In conclusion, I think we just need to manage the time we use these devices better and try to have that time-out to experiment some different things that works with our personality. I suggest to take advantage of those moments that you have loved ones or anyone in front of you and give them full attention because people are not always there and with all these technology of today and what is about to come we will always be able to be elsewhere. 

�I think I know what you mean here, but this sentence is not too clear.  Maybe say something like “we often forget that technology is a tool rather than a way of living.”   But on a deeper level, isn't it true that the important technologies we invent end up shaping us and changing the way that we live.  So maybe “way of living” is not completely wrong either.   


�“All this existence” does not seem right here.  Do you mean “all these tools that exist in our world”?    


�“for” here?


�Say “so that I am able”


�It's (contraction for It is)


�I don't quite follow this.  What are you trying to say?


�New paragraph here.


�In addition to “hacking,” Turkle mentioned her concern that much of the information entered by users is being used or sold to businesses who want to target you for advertising.  That is even more worrying to me because it will happen even without someone maliciously seeking unauthorized access to your account information.  


�Should be “won't”


�“full of” ?


�Run-on sentence.  Break it up and reinforce the idea that interactions with family and friends should have a special status.


�Do you mean “get angry?”


�But can't we choose to disconnect to spend time interacting with our children and maintaining the personal relationships that are especially meaningful to us.  If not, I'm afraid that says something really worrying about us.  


�Start a new sentence here and put the “and hung up on me” at the end of that sentence.  


�Use “too” 





This is a great story and  a perfect example of “unintended consequences.”  Sometimes we cannot see ahead to understand the effects of choices we have made.


�Good.  That was the major thing we were trying to do in planning this event.  We wanted people to take a step back and look at the ways this technology was becoming a part of their lives.  
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