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Connections Reaction Paper


In the past week, I have become familiar with Sherry Turkle’s Alone Together, we
nt to see her speak in person, and took part in a “twenty four hour no internet” event. It was definitely a different experience, and it made me think about how much we take the internet for granted. With all of these events, I have really had the chance to reflect upon them and my own personal actions.  


The biggest thing that I took from this experience was the fact that we take the internet for granted. We do not even realize that we are using it sometimes. In reg
ards to Sherry Turkle though, I disagree with a lot of her points (in her reading and in her speech). I come from a very small town in upstate New York. I know almost everyone in my town, and it is a very friendly community. There are a lot of farms, and my family takes care of a stable of six horses and I just love the atmosphere back in my hometown. My point is that a lot of the situations that Turkle described in her reading and talked about in person are situations that I have never heard of before. It sounded as if she took the most extreme cases that she could find and made it sound as if the population as a whole was like th
is. She made it sound like we are all socially inept to some point and cannot hold normal conversa
tion. When I am home and I see someone on the street or in the store I say hi because I most likely know them. Frequently I have good conversations with these people. This is how I was raised; I grew up in a rural area nowhere near a big city, where I know almost everyone in my town. I know how to have conversation with these people, I enjoy it. I can honestly say that the people Turkle brought up in her writing are people that I have never encountered before. I had never heard of “Second Life” and I had no clue what a cyborg was.

 In her reading Turkle states: “We are all cybor
gs now” (152). This is where I really have to disagree. She cannot say “we” are all something. How does she know that? Has she interviewed every one of us. According to her she only interviewed six hundred people over a period of fifteen years. It seems to me that she spent her time trying to find the strangest cases because I have never met anyone like those people. I have never met a “Pete” who has a reall
y wife and a virtual wife. I have never heard of someone liking their own self online more than liking themselves in real life
 I know that she probably did not mean “we” as in all of us, but it still seemed as if she was implying that all of us were the same when it came to how we used the internet and our mobile connections. I personally have a Facebook, a Twitter, texting and two emails. One for school, and one for other things such as my Facebook account. I guess you could say this is my “life-mix.” I use my Facebook to keep in touch with all of my friends and family. It is important to me. I chat with my mom daily on Facebook, and I call her on the phone daily as well. There is nothing like waking up to a nice message from my mom telling me to have a good day. It is so great to have that ability instead of calling someone every time you want to tell them something little. I love keeping in touch with my friends through Facebook. I am far away from home and it makes me feel secure and comfortable to know that I can send any of them a message any time that I want, but this does not mean I do not know how to have a conversation with someone. This does not classify me as a “cyborg.” I have a Twitter too; Twitter is great because I love reading! It helps me stay connected to things I like such as favorite sports teams and athletes, and just general news. It is a great site if used the right way. My school email I check daily. I have to. I could miss something very important from a professor. It is a necessity that I have a school email account. When it comes to texting, I do not text that much. My boyfriend goes to school in New York and we chat through that, but I generally prefer to call him and use Skype because that is just a more personal experience. I actually just got texting this school year only because I really needed it for track. Before, my parents did not think I needed it, and being completely honest either did I until I got to college. My Coach often sends out mass texts to all of the people on the track team and without texting I would not know what these texts were. A lot of them are telling us what time practices are or if practice got changed or something. It is just so much more convenient than running around trying to find someone on the team who has texting. 

In the age that I live in today, a lot of these things have become necessary. I do not think there is anything wrong with any of th
ese. Personally, I have never felt overwhelmed with messages, or texts, or emails. I have never been swamped with hundreds of messages. The great thing is I can be touch with all of the people that are closest to me right at my fingertips and I do not feel as if this will ever become something overpowering where I want to just to get away from it like the boy, Sanjay, that Turkle interviewed. “How long do I have to continue doing this” (169) he exclaimed. It is hard for me to imagine someone becoming so overwhelmed by their mobile devi
ces. I think they are all amazing tools of communication and this past week has made me very grateful for them. It is just that we tend to take them for granted and use them in the wrong way and that is where I agree with Sherry Turkle. I do not think that we do not know how to have conversations with others, but I do think that we tend use these devices the incorrectly such as in the wro
ng situations. I am guilty of it myself; I think that most of us are. 

Concerning the twenty four hour no internet rule, I did not find that it was very difficult to avoid. I did have to use my email once because I needed to email a teacher a paper because she extended the deadline until Saturday. For the texting, I did text I few times, but I am not a big “texter” to begin with. I called both my mom and boyfriend. I just find calls to be more satisfying; especially when it comes to someone I really care about. I would rather hear their voices than have full conversations all the time over text or internet. 

Overall I did find this whole event to be a
n interesting. Sherry Turkle did open my eyes to how technology can control us, but there is one thing that is very different between people and technology. This difference is that we have the ability to make the choice to use technology and to the extent in which we use it, 
technology does not have the ability to choose for itself. It is within our own power on h
ow we discipline and govern ourselves on the uses of technology. In my family, phones are not allowed at the dinner table while we eat. It is not hard to lay down rules, but it may be hard for many people to follow them because we have become so accustomed to this lifestyle. I still stick strongly to the idea that not all of us are “cyborgs” Everyone that I know can function with and without their technology. I do not know of any people that cannot function in life without Facebook or their phon
es. I also found that because we do use internet so much we do not even realize it is there. It is amazing how easily we can be so connected to people no matter where we are and I think that this is definitely more of a positive aspect than a negative aspect. 

�Make the tenses parallel here – “have gone”  


�This sentence is kind of awkward.  It's better to be more direct – “However, I disagree with many of the points Sherry Turkle made in her book and her speech.”


�This is certainly a valid criticism of her work.  She never really tried to address the issue of how common some of these patterns are, either.  She even “brushed off” one student's question along those lines.  





�I sense a certain defensiveness here.  But was Turkle really criticizing the people who use this technology or just trying to point out that it can have consequences we didn't anticipate or intend?


�To be fair, I think she was just saying that we all have access to much of the same technology that seemed so unusual and futuristic when that group of MIT students who called themselves the “cyborgs” were trying it out in 1996.





�“real wife”


�Period here.


�“them” or “these uses of communications techology”


�This is even more of a problem for people in certain kinds of jobs, though.   I hope you can avoid that if you want to. 





�Exactly what do you mean here?  What is an “incorrect” use?  Do think using the technology to create a substitute for “real life” is incorrect?  Is �“Pete” with his second avatar-wife using the technology “incorrectly?” �


�“an interesting one” or just “interesting”


�Run-on sentence


�Maybe:  “It is within our own power to discipline ourselves … “


�Careful – just because you don't know any people like that, are you saying that they do not exist?  What about all of the people in the talk who could not stay off their phones to listen for an hour?
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