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Human Effects on the Natural World in Massachusetts and Montana

In Jared Diamond’s book, Collapse, he focused i
n modern and past civilizations
, which either colla
pse due to environmental or societal issues.  There is a lot of similarity between all of these societies but the most important difference that separates the collapsed soci
ety from successful society is how the society’s response to their environmental and non-environmental issues. 

In chapter 1, Diamond talks about the different problems that Montana and its society have and the problems they are facing nowadays. 



In Montana the biggest problems were hostility between neighbors, climate change, environmental damage, and the society’s response to its environmental change. These have all have impacted their daily living and the use of their lands.  Massachusetts also has been affected by many different problems and circumstances.  Each of these problems
 like all of the problems in life comes with a consecu
tive cause or effect, such as soil problems, deforestation, water contamination and populations’ growth and decay. 

The population
 of Montana and Massachusetts are both dependent on how well th
e land can be used.  Montana has beautiful places of interest such as mountains, rivers and forest that contribute to the number of touri
st that comes each year. In the other hand, Massachusetts’ population depends more on its industries. Montana’s cultural population has changed over the years and it has increased in the last dec
ade because settlements were mostly Native Americans.  Montana’s economy depends a lot on its metal mining such as platinum, gold and copper.  Mon
tana used the land mostly for agriculture and hunting.  After European settlements, most of the people who lived in Montana were farmers who grew crops and rai
se their animals for their daily sustenance. They had to produce enough crops to sustain their families. The soil did not have rich nutrients and was extremely fragile so farmers began to cut down trees.  Lastly, deforestation was also a major issue.  This process began to change when the indus
trial revolution started.  This low soil productivity meant low growth rates and low average yields of crops.

In Massachusetts, most of the farmers left their big farms and moved to more populated areas because it was more beneficial for farmers to work at industries.  The west area was also a place were people moved. The soil is less rocky and the land is more fertile, 
the conditions for farming were better there.  The farms in Massachusetts had an enormous decrease, most of the families moved, leaving behind all the land they had harvested. Almost the same thing happened in Montana but most of the farmers did not want to leave their farms, though when the industrial revo
lution came a lot of them did migrated but some of their families still kept their lands.

 
In the last decade all of Montana’s places of interest like rivers, forest and mountains attracted many tourists and the cultur
al population of Montana changed dramatically. For the “high class” people this was a good advance because they started buying lands in Montana so they could go at lea
st in vacations. Later they started struggling financially because they could not keep up with the payments and living on what their farms produced was not enough. Living in Montana became so expensive that the people who l
ived there for a long time, had to work so much that they had more than one job.  Even though population has increased, most of the farmers are selling their farms because of the difficulty t
o maintain them.  This means that the old population is decreasing and most of the cultural values are being lo
st. 


In Massachusetts most of the population lives in cities.  The land that was used for farms is actually deserted; this means that the trees are growing again and forestation is increasing again. Most of the supplies have to be imported because there is almost no agriculture in Massachusetts. This therefore leads to the difficulty of having fresh food for the community and the
y instead have industrialized farming that is not completely natural.  Massachusetts and Montana had a very similar history before European settlements but now they are facing different circumstances. Nowadays Montana is facing problems with population growth of different cultures and values. Even though there is a lot of cultural diversity in Massachusetts they do not have this problem. 

 Massachusetts’ population rate has increased but in a constant way even though in the last few years it has grown very slowly. 


In conclusion, we do not know if there will be some disastrous event that the society can prevent or improve. The concern of either a good or a bad thing to happen to a society is what makes the prediction of a collapse so difficult. I think that the education of what is good or bad for the environment is really helpful to promote better relations between the environment and the population and al
so between the country and the rest of the world.

2005: Collapse; How societies choose to fail or succeed by Jared Diamond.
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“They Say/ I say” by Gerald Graff, and Cathy Birkenstein

�Better:  “Jared Diamond's book Collapse focuses on modern and past civilizations that … “





�No comma here


�Should be “collapsed”


�Or “... separates societies that collapsed from  societies that were successful … ”


�Need commas here around the phrase “like all of the problems in life”


�I don't understand what you mean here now (though I guess I did before).  Why “consecutive?”  That usually means something coming next in a sequence or next in time.  


�Say “populations” here


�Maybe “their land”


�Better:  “... number of tourists who visit each year.”


�This is not quite accurate – the changes occurred over a much longer period than just the past decade.


�The previous sentence seems to conflict with what you are saying here, but it depends on the sequence in which you are taking the historical development.


Which does Diamond say was more important at which points in history – farming or mining?  


�Should be “raised.”


�The industrial revolution was actually well under way by the time Montana started to be extensively settled (the mid-1800's).  This meant that there was a market for the metals and minerals that were discovered there, and that led to the development of the mining industries.





�Add “so” to make the connection clear.


�The situation in Montana seems somewhat different to me.  At least the way Diamond describes it, many of the long-time farmers have a lot of their identities and self-image tied up in their farms.   Without going back and reading what people in Massachusetts in the 1800's were saying when they left, it is hard to tell whether they felt the same way.  But my impression is that the people who abandoned farms in Massachusetts did not seem so reluctant to leave. 


�I'm not quite sure what you mean by “cultural population.”  (Do you mean “culture and population, by any chance?)  This is not the first time you have used this phrase, but what do you mean to say?


�Do you mean they could spend vacations in the state?


�Better:  “people who had lived there for a long time had to work two jobs to survive.”


�Better:  “... difficulty of maintaining them.”


�It would be good to say in more detail what you mean here.  What values are you thinking of?


�Who is “they?”  You are right that Massachusetts largely depends on food grown elsewhere, by largely “industrialized” and non-natural methods.  But the same is true of Montana (and most of the rest of the United States as well).  


�Fabiana,





  This is somewhat improved over the first version.  But it is still skimpy on details and in-depth discussion of some of the points.    There are places where what you were trying to say is not coming through too clearly, but your writing is coming along.  
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