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The Collapse of Societies and Today’s Probability


Where the world has existed for centuries, societies have developed and collapsed in almost every continent.  The collapse of a society – according to the book Collapse, by Jared Diamond – is when there is a major drop in population and or the failure of the political, economic, and social systems within a given area.  Diamond, within his book, analyzes societies that have collapsed, in the past, and discusses the probability of societies in the modern world collapsing.  Although claiming to write the book from an unbiased stance, the environmental work and study that Diamond has done is easily perceived through his writing.  Diamond mainly focuses on five factors that would lead to a collapse: overall environmental problems, having hostile neighbors, the collapse of relations between trading partners, the failure to adapt to changes in the environment, and changes in climate.  These factors, although taken from examples of collapsed societies in the past, Diamond considers as present issues in today’s world that could lead seemingly stable societies to
 collapse.


One of the most famous ancient societies is that of the Mayans, in which the technology, the agricultural ways, and the society as a whole, for its time, still amazes historians and anyone who studies them.  Diamond uses the Mayans as one of his main examples of a collapsed society.  The Mayans had an extremely large population and 
wasn’t an isolated society like other examples that Diamond uses within Collapse, such as Easter Island.  The key factors of the Mayans collapse were that of the environmental and population problems that eventually “led to increasing warfare and civil strife” (Diamond 177).  The environmental problems that the Mayans faced came about mainly from their agriculture.  Although considerably advanced in technology and agricultural methods, the Mayans did not efficiently use the land 
its resources.  Add that factor to a society that is overpopulated and more issues come about.  Hand-in-hand, the two factors alone led the society to collapse.  Deforestation, habitat destruction, soil erosion, etc. all came about due to the overuse of the land.  However, examining the Mayans as a whole and the extremity of its overpopulation, how else was the society supposed to function?  With millions of mouths to be fed, the only way to provide was to farm and produce as much as possible, as quickly as possible.  With the knowledge of these factors today, one can analyze them and seemingly apply them to their own society in which they can then recognize if those factors – those mistakes – are existent.  A society today could make these same mistakes (though quite possibly on different levels due to technology) and one must recognize that these mistakes are being made in multiple areas of the modern world.


In the modern world, new technology has been developed and the overall advancement of functioning societies is obvious.  However, as Diamond concludes, the same factors can still be just as effective in leading to a collapse today just as it h
as in the past.  Just as the Mayans did not efficiently use their resources, t
his is seemingly a reoccurring problem.  A major issue facing the world today is finding new resources where it has been only recently recognized that the resources remaining are limited.  A simple example of this would be oil.  New technologies are being made and new energy resources are being discovered to eventually replace the need for oil.  The knowledge of the past has helped the modern world be able to recognize issues and mistakes, but still mistakes continue to be made.  Farming is still a prominent aspect in society.  Humans need food to function and farming is a major element in the production of food.  Farming in the Mayans’ time i
s considerably different than th
e farming today; yet in some ways they are very comparable.  Soil degradation, such as soil erosion and the inability for soil to reacquire the nutrients lost, is a continuing problem today regardless of the technology used.  In the world today, deforestation, overgrazing, and general agricultural activities contribute to about 92% of the soil degradation that is occurring.  This not only occurs
 third world countries that would appear to be the most unstable and most likely societies to collapse.  But the degradation also occurs in first world societies, such as the United States and Australia.  If one looks closely at where this specifically happens, it happens where there is overpopulation and just as it went hand-in-hand with the Mayans, the same factors can be applied to today’s society.  The large populations of the world seem to have the most trouble with producing enough regardless of the amount of technology.  Nature simply can’t produce at the rate it’s expected to.


Another major example of collapse, that Diamond analyzes, is the collapse of the Vikings in Greenland.  Just as the Mayans did, the Vikings had faced issues with the environment due to the lack of efficiently developing the land.  But the Vikings had more than just overpopulation and environmental issues that led to their collapse.  The Vikings faced the other four main factors: having hostile neighbors, the collapse of relations between trading partners, failure to adapt to changes in the environment, and climate changes.  All three of these factors are easily applicable to today’s world and is seen throughout history.  War consi
stently is occurring in which only creates instability in a society in which could lead to –or be a key element – in a collapse.  Trading with neighbors, within a country or between countries, is quite significant because it is almost impossible for a society to fully be able to produce enough for itself or contain all its necessary resources.  If a relationship between two societies collaps
e and the trading ceases, the lack of a resource can be critical to a society for it forces the society to adapt to the change.  How the society adapts and if the society can successfully make the change is crucial.  The third factor, the inability to adapt to changes in the environment, is an issue that the world is facing on a large scale.  Things such as climate change and toxin build up from the past and from the present, h
as been slow to be acted upon for the knowledge of the environment and how the human race and its technology effects the environment was simply not there.  Climate change was and will always be an issue.  Due to pollution and the overall lack in taking care of the environment, major climate changes have occurred and continue to occur.  In the moment, the average person might not see a climate change as specifically applicable to them for the changes seem so gradual.  But for farsighted societies, the climate changing is and always will be effective and problematic if the correct steps in change and adaption are not made.  These mistakes, these key factors in collapsed societies, are continued to be made proving Diamond’s belief that even the modern world cannot escape the probability of societies collapsing.


Collapse is something that cannot be avoi
ded regardless of what century it is and how much technology there is.  Because there are so many factors that lead to a collapse, no society could really say that they are unable to collapse.  The level of wealth in a society, the size of the country, the geography and the population of the society, all play major roles in contributing to stability and or a collapse.  Today, the economy plays a huge role in what could lead societies to collapse.  In this case, the economy – the value of the dollar, the amount of labor, manufacturing, trade, etc. – plays a huge role in the workings of societies.  The whole public morale in places has seemingly gone down and the support of the governments has seemed to disappear.  Where this continues, more problems will continue to arise and the probability of a collapse increases regardless of the society just as Diamond stresses.
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�Much better opening paragraph than what you had before.  


�Maybe:  “they were not an isolated society”


�Something missing?


�“they were” ?  (this should refer back to “the same factors”)


�What is?  This is not clear because the two parts of the sentence don't really fit together.  Also, I don't think “reoccurring” is really a word – it should be “recurring” or “recurrent.” 


�Should be “was”


�Don't need “the” here


�Something missing here.


�Very awkward sentence.  


�Subject-verb agreement:  should be “collapses” to match singular subject “relationship”


�Better to say this in a more direct (active) way – “We have been slow to act on … “ 


�Abbey, 





   This is much improved over the first version because you have really addressed some of Diamond's ideas.  At the same time, I think you have to admit that the possibility of collapse and “unavoidability” of collapse are two different things.  Diamond never goes quite this far and he gives several reasons for his “cautious optimism” about the future.  Did you think about those and about how those differences in today's society might be the ways that we actually end up avoiding the fate of ancient societies like the Maya?  
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Content:  B+





Form:  B+





