Collapse Essay Pap
er


In the New York Times Bestseller Collapse, author Jared Diamond argues his point on h
ow today’s societies are becoming susceptible to collapse. Diamond shows you through his five point framework how past societies have chosen to either collapse or succeed. Diamond starts his book by comparing two farms, the current day Huls farm of Montana and the Gardar Farm of past Greenland. These farms are a great starting point for this argument because they display perfectly a few of the points and how they can lead to a collapse. The author [Diamond] then takes you on a trip through time as he examines some of the most surprising and least studied societal collapses. Though just about all examples in this book are older or of past societies, Diamond does take the time to show how current day Montana is a perfect example of our ever changing world.

 Through early discussions of the Montana chapter he [D
iamond] shows examples of how poorly educated decisions of the past have translated to big problems for and in the future. These problems have made it tough for present day Montana to thrive due to environmental and economic issues. The book then turns its tone to a more ancient time, where scientific studies have proven how and why these past societies failed. Diamond discusses places such as Easter, Pitcairn, and Henderson Islands. These are great examples of the harsh realities of how a society can completely diminish its resources. Also being so secluded and away from other societies, the author shows how qu
ick and easy it can be to ruin the environment and create a state of non livable conditions. Examples are cited are; lack of trade, over use of resources, and power hungry chiefs who drive these societies to the end of their time. Diamond also tries to enter the minds and thinking of these ancient people. He tries to help make a picture for the reader to put themselves in that position and somehow feel what it must have been like. “What did the Easter Islander who cut down the last palm tree say while he was doing it?”(Diamond pg. 114) 
 Though these islands were small in size and population, another past collapse of the Mayan civilization shows on a large scale, what became of the great Mayan culture. Though the Mayans were great thinkers and had the ability to keep suc
h accurate calendars. The Mayan rulers through their own greed rui
ned the society through many different examples. War, uprising, and lack of food are a few examples of how the Mayan civilization collapsed. Again as cited in previous chapters, Diamond discusses the change in climate and the inability of a society to adjust accordingly to succeed under these conditions. Other examples that follow in this book are that of the Viking and Norse Greenland societies. Here Diamond shows even different means of collapse through things such as: values bes
et upon a culture, wanting to be self sufficient, and not willing to adjust or change the way they live. This pride factor was one that also contributed to a collapse and kept a society from thriving. Diamond does shine a little bit of light throughout the tail end of the book when he discusses some societies that made the decision to succeed. Places such as the New Guinea Highlands and Tikopia made their societies work, through what Diamond explains as a bottom up top down method. Also places such as current day China and their control on the amount of children a family can have. These examples did show that achieving balances in society have happened before and are possible if people are willing to make sacrifices.


In disc
ussions of global and economic problems of today, many people would agree with Diamond and state that there is definitely change happening and we need to look out for problems that lie ahead. In my own view thou
gh, I do agree with many points that the author makes in this book. On the other hand though, I do feel that our world is more fit than Diamond or other environmentalists might feel it is. Diamond himself writes “I am writing this book from a middle-of-the-road perspective, with experience of both environmental problems and of business realities.”(Diamond pg 17) I find this statement a bit misleading for me because I did feel the repetitive tone in this book was that of someone warning of a certain failure if things do not change soon. Yes, everyone can acknowledge there have been changes in the environment global warming, concerns of population growth, and the overuse of resources. I believe though that this is something that has not been studied enough for it to be totally credible. I think that the future world we will live in will find a way through technological advances to become more efficient and balance things like resources and population gro
wth. Another view point I also gravitate to, is that our world itself, is a living organism and will find ways to balance and maintain its condition through prosperous times and fragile ones. 

 Diamond did make however many good points of past societies in which I think we can take lessons from in today’s world. I thought that the idea of studying what past societies had and how they lost it, is a great way to argue and display what could happen if humans are not more careful in our current society. The studies and radio carbon samples took at many of these places, mainly  the Polynesian Islands, really help the reader draw a picture of what life was like for these people. It especially made me think of what people are capable of now, with newer tools, machinery, and chemicals that can contribute to the downgrade of what seems to be a stable environment. Though it may seem a long time aw
ay before we have to worry about some of these problems, it is never too soon to be thinking and planning for a better future. In one of the last chapters of this book (16) the author puts a summary on his thoughts and that of a dozen points that will indefinitely effect the human population as a whole if they are not improved on or completely diminished. These points include issues such as world population, energy sources, and food sources. I did find this argument intriguing mostly due to the fact that these consequences that will be faced will only grow if they are not fixed. I also agree with his statement that one issue invariably affects the other and that we cannot be concerned with just fixing a few. Fixing all of the issues or points should be a top priority to achieving a better society. From my point of view I found Diamond’s writings very informational and helpful to understanding how societies chose to fail or succeed. Though I do believe times are different from the past and that our societies now will be able to solve many of the problems that lie ahead.


In conclusion the main objective the author gets across to the reader is that of warning signs of a potential collapse. Through his examples of old and present day collapses, Diamond makes many valid points to persuade the reader to think twice about what is possible in today’s world. With many different types of collapses at several different periods of time, using the five point frame work you can see how societies have chosen to fail or succeed. Having used scientific data and a little detective work, we can see what the lives of these past people were like. We can use their demise as a learning tool to now better educate ourselves and make the world a better place for the future.

 This book also creates mo
re talk about whether the world really should be concerned with where it is at and what we have left to accomplish. It’s a great side of an argument that we need to be aware of because it comes up in our lives now more than ever. I have to agree after reading this book it made me think about my role in society and what needs to be done on a global scale for us to make things more efficient. It makes you take into perspective how little things go a long way and that no one society is perfect enough to avoid all these problems. Though there are some good points in this book there was also a little bit of scare tactics used by Diamond to get his points across. Even though I find myself not as concerned with today’s economic problems, I can say I stand more open minded after reading about collapses and the effects people have on their environment. Overall I thought the chapters we read and discussed in class were very interesting. Having been able to discuss the chapters and see what others had to say also helped me see different sides of the argument that I had not thought of before.  I think now I can say I have a better understanding of the idea of collapse and how it can happen. This was an interesting book and one that I would recommend to anyone interested in the environment and issues concern
ed with it.

�Jake, 


It would be good to add a heading with your name, the class, and the date here at the start, just to avoid possible confusion on my end when I am reading all of the papers :)


�Better:  “argues that today's societies are becoming … “


(“his point on how” is wordy)





�Don't need both of these.  “Diamond” is probably better at the start of the paragraph since you need to establish who it is you are referring to.


�Again, this is wordy.  Better: “ … how quickly and easily a society can ruin its environment and create unsurvivable conditions.” 


�This would be a good place to start a new paragraph.


�Maybe “extremely accurate calendars”


�Here is an important question to think about:  Does Diamond think that these rulers set out to destroy their own societies?   I think his answer would have to be “certainly no (in almost all cases),  since their goals were to extend their power, influence, and reputation.”  But then what factors allowed the collapses to happen?  And are we following similar paths now?  You skirt around this issue in what you say.    I think it would be good to take this into account.


�Wrong word – not exactly sure what you meant.


�This is a good transition to the “I say” phase of your paper.  


�Could omit the “In my view though” here – the main part of the sentence makes the point that this is your point of view.


�Isn't there also a question of timing here?  What if we don't develop those advances in time to address current problems? Don't forget that the situation in many parts of the world is much worse  than it is here in North America (look at the maps on page 497).


�See note above – there are places in the world where problems have already advanced to a much worse level than here.


�I think I know what you mean, but “creates more talk” is rather awkward.   Could say “stimulates discussion” or something like that.  


�Jake,





    In assessing the current state of the world, I think it is important to take a wider view (like the one Diamond gives around the maps on p. 497).   Are there situations already in progress that look like those that preceded collapses in the past?  Have we really changed all that much?  And even with many of the changes (for instance, more powerful technology, greater connectedness with societies around the world) don't we still need to have wisdom to take advantage of them without creating new problems?   Think about these for your rewrite.  





Your writing is generally good.  But there are times when you fall back on wordy stock phrases (“Diamond argues his point on how … “) rather than looking for more direct alternatives (“Diamond argues that … “).  To me, direct ways of saying things are almost always preferable to more involved ones.  
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