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Lessons from History

In the novel The Go-Between, by Leslie Poles Harvey, he mentions “the past is a foreign country; they do things differently there”. What this means is that Hartley believed that the human way of thinking and life changes over time. He believed that as time passed, society progressed into a better one, to the point where there is a high contrast between present society and the past. In the novel The Go-Between, his quote would certainly apply to its situation: an elderly man reflecting upon his childhood. It is common for people to say that the past was indeed a better time. However, one must think about what in particular was better. Was it the supposed simplicity of life of one’s youth, or was it that society had more order? The protagonist’s memories are based in the year 1900; however, how different is it from the year 2011?
On the other hand, author Jared Diamond is constantly comparing the similarities between the past and present in his book Collapse. The first thing that Jared Diamond talks about is the situation of two dairy farms. The Nordic settlers of Greenland abandoned one in present-day Montana, and the other one more than five hundred years ago. They both had identical conditions. Could one be the model for the other one’s demise? Perhaps, or perhaps not. 
What Jared Diamond states in his book is that there is not really much difference between the past and the present. He states that human conduct has not changed over the course, for example, 1000 years. That we are committing the same mistakes that past societies did such as some Polynesians, the Norse, and the Maya. Jared Diamond believes that by repeating the same mistakes that our ancestors committed, we are increasing the probability of our very own social collapse. In this case, it can even be at a global scale.
The problem that society faces nowadays is that the issues of some affect others. Sure, globalization can be beneficial, but it can also have negative effects. Nowadays, even trade has reached a global scale. The number of exports has increased dramatically to the point that almost all countries import goods from others. In the case of an environmental collapse in a certain country, that eliminates its agricultural capacity, thus hindering trade with others, if it is also a major exporter. 
The numbers of environmental problems that affect humans nowadays are population issues, management of natural resources, and human-caused pollution. Humans are destroying their natural habitat at an accelerating and alarming rate. It seems as if society has not learned from the past. In the Industrial Revolution, there was sudden overpopulation in the cities, mass pollution, and lack of regulation. This led to disease due to unsanitary conditions and poor air quality. One such example was the Great Stink of London in 1858. Luckily, nowadays humans have better sanitary conditions (in some cities), but pollution is still an aggravating factor. Other contributing factors nowadays are automobiles and power plants (relying on an excess of petroleum and coal), which apart from polluting diminish the Earth’s natural resources. One major difference between the past environmental problems and present is that humans are polluting the entire planet, affecting its ozone layer, and in turn affecting global climatic conditions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jared Diamond utilizes these comparisons to reaffirm his claim that the past and present are not that different after all. He does extensive research and observations on past societies that have experienced such environmental problems, but at a local scale and not at a global scale. One notable example he utilizes is that of Nordic Greenland. Greenland was colonized by the Norse around 1000 years ago. These people since the beginning were basically “burying their own graves”. They completely disregarded their surroundings and neighbors. Instead of trading with the Inuit for survival, they waged war against them. Instead of hunting the native fauna, they introduced animals from Europe that actually harmed the local plant life. Also, they tried to introduce European crops, but they perished due to weather and soil conditions. Another example Diamond utilizes is that of Easter Island. The Polynesians settled it, a very small island about 60 squared miles in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. But it is now devoid of vegetation. However, it is still populated. The natives had absolutely no structure in order to manage their resources.   They lost their all environment, loss of traditions and identity. Before the collapse of this island there was a subdivision political which influenced a lot. Also they had to use resources to make boats to keep moving and surviving. Cutting the trees before they grow to use them as a resource. The major function of their statues was to pay tribute to their Gods. 
When the Europeans came to this island the problems wont stop. They got new diseases and no significant help came from anywhere. The economy and the population started to decline. One of the biggest reasons is because European culture is more collective and the American culture is individual.
In conclusion, I think some people focus more on environmental issues and there is a lot of people with hungry dying everyday because they don’t have food to survive and some people pay more attention to environment. They should put one hand to hand each problem because if you focus on one more than the other, people will suffer the bad effects of it. I think we should focus on putting back our economy on track and then focus on the environmental issues that cause problems as global warming. Because maybe this is just an environmental cycle and the economy affect us immediately. A Spanish American philosopher said this quote “The one who does not remember history, is bound to live through it again”. The one who do not appreciate or fight for their culture needs to live through again.


