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Where the world has existed for centuries, societies have developed and collapsed in almost every continent.  A collapse of a society – described in the book Collapse, by Jared Diamond, as a major decrease or drop in population and a major decline in political, economic and social aspects over a given area – has obviously had effects during its time but has also had effects that have seemed to lin
ger in today’s world.  One might argue that “The past is a foreign country; they do things differently” (Hartley) in which to an e
xtent is true where the overall advancements that humans have essentially made, have improved the quality of life and the stability of societies.  However, Diamond would disagree.  Although his book proclaims to be non-bi
as, the environmental work and study that Diamond has done is easily perceived through his writing.  He explains in great detail the values and structures of example societies that have collapsed in different centuries, but mainly brings notice to the fact that the societies made multiple mistakes when dealing with the environment.  The techniques they used were insufficient and seem to have not only impacted the society at the time but have made a lasting impact that today’s generation has to deal with.  Diamond does write of how learning of and from the past is an important element of preventing collapse, but also believes that collapse is still very possible in even what may seem like the most stable societies.


Societies experiment
 different ideas to see the outcomes.  Whether or not it involves war, agriculture or even simple social ideas, initially failure can quite possibly be a result.  Societies today have writing systems in which allow them to record such experiments or really any history.  However, in past centuries and especially in isolated societies, this hasn’t always been the case.  The writings and knowledge obtained by keeping a history of the past creates the opportunity to avoid making the same or similar mistakes made in the past.  But in reality, history seems to always repeat itself.  A simple mistake that is made is when a society fails to not only study their own society’s past but also surrounding societies.  In most cases this has proven to be very difficult in which societies may be in a very isolated environment and in past centuries the ability to travel to different places was very limited to basic means making travel extremely difficult.  On Easter Island, a remote island in the Pacific Ocean, they had no writing system.  Among many factors that eventually led the society to collapse, one was that the island continued to make the same mistakes over and over.  On the contrary, the ancient society of the Mayans did have a writing system yet still didn’t record necessary information.  Instead they recorded things such as agendas of the high priests.  Today, history that was recorded is studied and analyzed and new information is taken down as well.  Changes are constantly being made in hopes to improve and have a sustainable fu
ture.


Change is inevitable over time.  However, sometimes change doesn’t come soon enough especially involving the environment.  In the past ten years, America has stepped up in becoming more publicly aware of the environmental issues and how to take steps in helping the environment.  These goals are not only to improve the environment of today but for the future.  Had societies in the past consciously recognized how they used their environment and how they lived, collapse may have in fact been preventable.  In another island society similar to Easter Island n
ame Tikopia, the burden of not changing their ways quick enough eventually led to their colla
pse.  Due to the geography of the island, the citizens had to adapt certain values to maintain stability.  Although the island appeared to be uninhabitable, the island actually did contain areas to cultivate and had many natural resources to use.  A struggle that the society did have to deal with and maintain was human population.  The island itself could only handle a small amount of population and provide enough for survival at the same time.  Eventually this would lead to problems with providing food.  At one point, the Tikopians had to switch from eating their domestic animals such as the pigs because their nutrition was struggling and the pigs themselves were essentially a burden to the society so they were all slaughtered.  “According to the Tikopians’ accounts, their ancestors made that decision because pigs raided and rooted up gardens, competed with humans for food, were an inefficient means to feed humans…” (Diamond 392) and simply switching to foods like seafood became a more efficient way to eat and gain their protein.  The agricultural aspect of Tikopia did in fact struggle due to natural factors such as weather and seasons.  But the island of Tikopia itself struggled in producing foods by means of farming for the people used the ‘slash-and-burn’ agricultural technique.  With the knowledge known today, it is clear that this technique is extremely insufficient for time after time, it essentially ruins the soil and the environment to a point where it can no longer produce nutrients or anything.  On the contrary, the island did strategize where they were aware that they need to have food sustainability.  Although the society did have factors working against them as stated before, the society made note that in certain seasons they would need to have food previously collected and stored just so that food would be available during specific times in t
he year.  Knowledge of the past as ultimately been helpful in which technology has advanced and changes have been made to make improvements yet it can be argued that changes have been and continue to be made too late.


Collapse is something that cannot be avoided regardless of what century it is and how much technology there is.  Because there are so many factors that lead to a collapse, no society could really say that they are unable to collapse.  The level of wealth in a society, the size of the country, the geography and the population of the society, all play major roles in contributing to stability and or a collapse.  Today, the economy plays a huge role in what could lead societies to collapse.  In this case, the economy – the value of the dollar, the amount of labor, manufacturing, trade, etc. – plays a huge role in the workings of societies.  The whole public morale in places has seemingly gone down and the support of the governments has seemed to disappear.  Where this continues, more problems will continue to arise and the probability of a collapse increases regardless of the society just as Diamond wri
tes.

�You seem to be raising a different issue from the one the essay topic was supposed to suggest.  Yes, the effects of collapses can linger.  But perhaps more importantly, the same kinds of problems can also recur in different locations at different times.  Since how a society responds to problems is so vital to whether those problems will eventually cause a collapse, we can ask, “are we all that different now from the societies that experienced collapses in the past?”  You come closer  to this in later paragraphs.  But that should be how you introduce the paper here too.  


�Sorry, but I have no idea what you are trying to say in this sentence.  


�should be “unbiased”


�Maybe “experiment with”


�Changes by whom?  What kind of changes?  And


what is your evidence for saying this?   Your argument would be more convincing if you supported this claim.  


�Do you mean “named?”


�Look at the section on Tikopia again.  Is Diamond saying that that society collapsed??


�Think about all of this.  Is this an example of a successful response to environmental problems, or a case where a society was not able to make necessary changes?  How does story differ from what happened on Easter Island?   Does our society today seem to be like either of these two?  


�Abbey, 





   You have included bits and pieces of what Diamond was saying here. But I don't think you have really addressed what he says about collapses as a whole very well.  Think about the 5-point framework again, and how he analyzes the reasons why the societies he chose for examples collapsed.  Then, the main questions are: to what extent are we prone to the same problems, and to what extent is our society making mistakes similar to those that led to those past collapses?  Or are we really different from societies in the past so that we will escape the same fate?  Or maybe is it “some of each?”  This will require some major revisions.


 


Your writing is generally good.
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