Michael Drebot


In the Introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provides templates designed to give a foundation for academic writing. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer give students a basis on which they can build their writing o
n.  As the authors themselves put it, “Again, none of us is born knowing these moves, especially when it comes to academic writing.  Hence the need for this book.”  Although some people believe that templates destroy creativity, Graff and Birkenstein insist that it actually encourages creative thou
ght.  In sum, then, their view is that these templates give students a foundation for academic writing upon which they can bu
ild. 


I agree.  In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend give students like me who haven’t done that much academic writing a great found
ation.  For instance this book shows us various ways of responding to claims and exactly how to word responses to different claims.  In addition, it gives students the ability to create more original thoughts instead of just restating the ideas of others.  Some might object, of course, on the grounds that it actually is plagiarism.  Yet I would argue that it is not in fact plagiarism, because it forces the writer to think for himself while correctly attributing the ideas of others to th
em.  Overall, then, I believe that the use of the templates greatly enhances academic writing—an important point to make given that many students do not correctly know how to write for academic purposes.  

�Don't want the second “on” here


�Since it might not be obvious how or why that is true, it would be good to explain this more fully.


�This is not the strongest concluding sentence because it really just repeats the opening sentence.  “Give students a foundation” is good for the summary.  But then you probably want to say something different (more specific) in the first sentence.  


�Again a repetition. 


�Yes.  An even better “answer” to that, though, is that these “moves” and ways of saying things are really the common property of all educated people (English speakers, at least).  So using them without attribution is perfectly OK – they aren't anyone's individual intellectual property.





