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They Say/I Say Prompt. Filling the Blanks.

In the Introduction to “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to guide students’ writing to include logical conversati
onal content.  This guide is designed to create a strong argument that does not overwhelm the reader solely with personal opinions, making the writing more effective. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer guide students along the path to effective essay writing and argument making.  As the others themselves put it, “[the templates] make students more conscious of the rhetorical patterns that are key  to academic success.”  Although some people believe that these templates are “robotic” and do not allow students to find their voice in their argument. Graff and Birkenstein insist that the argument is the student’s voice.  In sum, then, their view is that the structure allows for that view to be better understood, interpreted, and accepted.
I agree with the authors. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend appear to be very helpful suggestions that help start br
ain flow and allow for students to map out their papers, while checking to be sure that all necessary points are covered. For instance, on page nine, the authors map an example of a controversial essay which a student can mold based upon their view and assigned topic.  In addition, they explain how this template hints and suggests what necessary information needs to be filled in. Some might object of course, on the grounds that this is cheating or cop
ying.   Yet I agree with the authors, and I would argue that these templates allow students to outline drafts, and then manipulate the suggested format to their own personal taste, allow for the student to create a stronger essay. Overall, then, I believe templates are excellent starting tools for essays - an important point to make given the current transition to college writing and a higher standard of excellence.

�“conversational content?”


I know you are referring to the way the authors frame the writing process as “entering into a conversation.”  But that is really an analogy or a metaphor.  


�To me, “brain flow” sounds somewhat too informal for this kind of writing.  But maybe I'm just old-fashioned about this point.


�This is an important point, and it since you raise it, it would be good to go into more detail about why using one or more of these templates is not plagiarism.  The authors would reply that these “moves” and ways of saying things are really the common property of all educated people.  So using them without attribution is perfectly OK – they aren't anyone's intellectual property.





