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In the Introduction to “They Say/I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to enhance studen
ts writing abilities.  By laying out these templates, i
t helps to show students that entering a conversation in your writing is crucial to writing a successful paper.  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer allow students to enter into this conversation by laying out their thoughts and arguments in a “they say / I say” method.  The “they say”, is summarizing others ideas or perspectives and “I say” is one’s own perspectives or arguments.  This method ensures that a conversation is set up in your writing because both sides of the argument are being represented.  As the authors themselves put it, “this template represents the deep, underlying structure, the internal DNA as it were, of all effective argument.” (Graff and Birkenstein, p. xix)  Although some people believe that using templates is a form of plagiarism, Graff and Birkenstein insist that this is not the case.  They maintain that if a student uses their own thoughts and words to fill in the templates it avoids plagiarism.  Also, the phrases that make up the templates such as “on the one hand…on the other hand” do not belong to one per
son so this also resolves the plagiarism argument.  In sum, their view is that these templates not only avoid plagiarism, but they are extremely helpful in aiding students to enter into an argument which is essential to having a well written paper.


I agree with Graff and Birkenstein regarding these templates.  In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend are extremely effective in assisting students to have a well written paper.  They are especially helpful in creating a conversation or argument by providing the “they say/I say” formula and thus, covering both sides of the argument.  For instance, if you were writing a paper about fighting in hockey and only gave your opinion on the topic it would be a one-sided bia
s paper.  However, if you were to give facts about what others say about it and people whose ideas differ from yours along with your beliefs both the “they say” and “I say” will be represented.  In addition, the “I say” is also very important and you should not just write down facts and research without your own opini
ons.  Some might object, of course, on the grounds that these templates take away creative thinking because you are just filling in blanks.  Yet I would argue that they help with creative thinking as they get you thinking in a way that might not be usual to you and therefore opening up your creativity to fill in the blanks and prove your argument.  Overall I believe that Graff and Birkenstein are correct in their assumption that these templates provide the basis and fundamentals to producing a well written paper through applying both the “they say” (others opinions/facts), and “I say” (your own opinions).

�Plural possessive:  students'


�what?


�Exactly -- these “moves” and ways of saying things are really part of formal English and the common property of all educated people (well, maybe all English speakers :) ).  So using them without attribution is perfectly OK – they aren't anyone's intellectual property.


�Should be “biased”


�Don't forget, too, that the main purpose of the kind of writing that the authors are thinking of here (“argumentative” writing) is really to convince the reader that the author “knows his or her stuff”�and has something interesting and valuable to say about the subject.   





