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“They say/I say”

               In the Introduction to “They say/I saw”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to guide students in creating a well built structured paper. These templates create a visual guide to plan your argument, expand your academic thinking and develop well grounded critical writing. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer help you establish a set of writing patterns and S
ep by Sep rules that build up the quality of your writing. As Graff and Birkenstein clearly state, “The templates in this book […] represent the stock in trade of sophisticated thinking and writing, and they often require a great deal of practice and instruction to use successfully.” Although some people believe that the templates drain the creativity out of their writing, the persuasive authors, Graff and Birkenstein, insist that “in [their] view, the above template and the other in this book will actually help your writing become more original and creative, not less” and that “even the most creative forms of expression depend on established patterns and structures” (11).  Their overall view is that first one must learn to crawl before walking, therefore the templates create a “tool to get started” “and a way of formatting how you say it” in your writing but they do not “dictate the content of what you say” (Graff, 11).
               I agree with the suggestion of using these templates. The types of templates that the authors recommend, in my view are well thought through and set an easy to follow plan to succeed in writing. For instance by using these templates and practicing you can eventually stop using them because as the authors say “Once you get used to using them, you can even dispense with them altogether, for the rhetorical moves they model will be at your fingertips in an unconscious, instinctive way.” Some might object, of course, on the grounds that using these templates may result in plagiarism. Yet I would argue that if they are giving to us as tools to use then might as w
ell. My favorite is the dialogue template; it provides a sketch of how to articulate a paper as a conversation when arguing a point. Overall, then, I believe that templates are a great writing tool and recommend students to take advantage of it, as I have done in writing this essay.

�step by step?


�This is not too clear.  Did something get left out?





 Also, I think it might be better to say that these “moves” and ways of saying things are really the common property of all educated people.  So using them without attribution is perfectly OK – they aren't anyone's intellectual property.





Good, especially the use of direct quotations.





