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In the introduction to “They Say/ I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to make academic writing easier, but being able to do so in a more sophisticated and advanced way by expressing both sides: what “I” say, and what “They” say. Specifically, Graff and Birkstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer do not take away from the creativity and originality of one’s writing, but enhan
ce it. Although some people believe that the usage of these templates do in fact take away from a writer’s uniqueness, Graff and Berkstein insist that the templates are only guidelines and that they actually help develop a writer’s creativity. In sum, then, their view is that templates can only help, not hurt, a writer’s work and ability to put their self into their writing. 


I agree with Graff and Berkstein’s idea that the templates are useful when it comes to learning what the best “moves” in academic writing are so that one can apply these to their own work. In my view the types of templates that the authors recommend seem extremely useful when it comes to trying to express one’s views on a certain topic. I believe that these templates also encourage writer’s creativity with their writing as well as becoming more able to present their opinions in a sophisticated way.  Some might object, of course that the templates “b
aby” writers. Yet I would argue that the templates only enhance writer’s work as well as provide guidelines to becoming a more original writer. Overall, then, I believe the templates are an excellent as well as simple tool for people if they wish to become better writers.

�Yes, but you could say more about how and why one's writing might be enhanced.  I think it comes down to the fact that academic writing (of the “argumentative” sort) is bound to be more convincing if shows that the author has “entered the conversation” by setting off his or her ideas against the ideas of others who have considered some of the same questions.  


�Another possible analogy: they are a sort of “training wheels” for writing.  





