Luke Barrett

They Say/I Say Template Essay 1

In the introduction to “They Say/I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing”, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to assist students and others in creating effective academic writing pieces. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer
 help to create interesting argumentative writing as opposed to bland, and boring papers. As the authors themselves put it, “ academic writing is argumentative writing, and we believe that to argue well you need to do more than assert your own position.” Although some people believe that such templates are on par with blatant plagiarism and stifle creativity, Graff and Birkenstein insist that
 their templates are common knowledge and only dicta
te format, not content, therefore leaving the window open for creativity. In sum, then, their view is that the templates are an aid to help people improve their writing that eventually will not be needed at all as the readers skill improv
es. 

I agree. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend are helpful in avoiding common traps that writers can fall into such as being afraid to challenge 
view or forgetting to vary their diction. For instance,
 their templates include a variety of ways that can be used to introduce quotes helping the reader to avoid the simple verb “say” and vary their diction by including others such as “proclaim” or “objected to”. In addition,
 the templates help to start a paper on the right foot and aid in overcoming writers block. Some might object, of course, on the grounds that these templates are a crutch and people should learn to overcome these issues independent of instruction. Yet I would argue that
like a crutch this book is designed to help the reader through a difficult time getting started writing and will not be needed once they are stronger improved writers. Overall, then, I believe this book will help my writing and many others  -an important point to make given the vie
w that some hold against this book. 

�“Dictate” is probably too strong here.  I think it would be more accurate to say they give student writers models to follow in creating the format for their writing.


�“Training wheels” – exactly!  This sentence is a borderline run-on, though.


You could begin a new sentence with “They will eventually not be needed … “


�“views?”  And whose views are being challenged?  The writer's own views?  The views of the others who have considered the topic under discussion?  This could be clearer.


�You could also mention the importance of being able to communicate clearly in almost every career.





Good.





