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“They Say / I Say”

In the Introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates which  are desig
ned for the writer to not only consider their beliefs but also question and look at the perspective of the people who disagree.  In addition, the templates are intended for the writer to not only look at the “I Say” perspective but the “They Say” perspective as well.  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer can help one develop a more critical way of thinking and a more successful way to approach argumentative writing.  As the authors themselves put it, “If there is any one point that we hope you will take away from this book, it is the importance not only of expressing your ideas (“I say”) but of presenting those ideas as a response to some other  person or group (“they say”).  Although some people believe that traditional writ
ing only includes a five-paragraph essay with a thesis and evidence to support it, it also includes our arguments and our view point on the situation.  Graff and Birkenstein insist that if it wasn’t for our need to challenge or agree with other people there would be no reason to debate over topics.  In sum, then, their view is that it is what others think that motivates our argumentative writing.  


I agree with many of Graff and Birkenstein’s ideas about argumentative writing.  In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend guide the writer to a more organized way of writing by helping the writing develop strong claims and consider opposing arguments while backing up their own with concrete evidence.  For instance, the book offers many helpful sections on different writing techniques including “Ways of Responding” and “State Your Own Ideas as a Response to Others”.  Some might object, of course, on the grounds that these templates restrict creativity.  Yet I would argue that the templates help the writer become more creative because many forms of creativity rely on established patterns and struc
tures.  An example would be song writers who rely on the verse-chorus-verse pattern, yet all songs are very different.  Overall then, I believe this book will help the writer become an intellectual thinker who can participate in debates instead of letting others do the work.  

�Awkward sentence.  You are also putting two ideas together here. They are connected, but it might be better to keep them separate.   First, the authors would say academic argumentative writing is essentially part of a conversation between you and your sources.  So that is why it is important to present multiple points of view.  Second, the templates help students to think about creating convincing arguments within that context.   This is clearer later on in what you say.  But the opening sentences of an intro paragraph should to “set the stage” and prepare for what comes after.  


�Maybe: writing assignments in schools and college


�Excellent point.   Plus one could say that the opportunity for creativity in this kind of writing comes from first  identifying and solidifying what it is you want to say, and then finding a convincing and interesting way to say it.  





