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In the introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to teach writers different methods for presenting their thoughts and ideas. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they provide do not tell the writer what to say, but instead help to organize how it is said.  As the authors themselves put it, “the templates offered here are learning tools to get you started, not structures set in stone.” Although some people believe that following the templates exactly is a form of plagiarism, Graff and Birkenstein insist that it is simply a device that helps to structure one’s writing clea
rly. In sum, then, their view is that templates help rather than hinder a writer’s creativity and clarity.

I have mixed feelings. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend are very structured, almost to a point where the writer doesn’t have to think for himself about how to present his argument. For instance, I was able to formulate this response without first considering in which order I was going to make my points. In addition, almost every sentence in this response contains words that I did not think of myself. Some might object, of course, on the grounds that, while the first few words in each sentence are not my own, I am still expressing my own ideas throughout the writing. I agree with them that the templates are very helpful in structuring a good argument, but I would argue that the writing is not completely original. Overall then, I believe that while templates are very useful in organizing one’s thoughts and arguments, they should not be used word-for-word when composing an authentic writing pie
ce.

�I think they would also say that these “moves” and ways of saying things are so commonly used by writers that they are, in effect, “community property” of all educated people.  They do not need to be identified with citations or other method because they are so common. 


�You make your points very well here.  And of course, this is really a first “training wheels” sort of exercise.  “Real writing” will require more independent thought and you will need to make many more choices!








Good work!!





