In the Introduction to “They say/ I Say”: The moves that matter in Academic writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to enhance a person’s ability to write effectively. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer help the writer enter into a dialogue and argue bo
th side of a subject or subjects. As the authors themselves put it, “Enterin
g the conversation.” Although some people believe this may stifle creativity, Graff and Birkenstein insist that this style of writing can only make your work more creative and origi
nal.  In sum, then, their view is that by practicing these writing techniques you will enhance your ability to captivate your reader.


I
 agree in my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend could be endorsed by anyone who wants to improve their writing skills. For instance, making a point to suggest two sides of a subject is a great way to acquaint the reader with your view on the topic. In addition, being able to use more substance and detail in your writing will make you a more confident writer.  Some might object, of course, on the grounds that the plethora of exercises in this book will only take your writing skills so fa
r. Yet I would argue that there is enough material in this book to make anyone an accomplished writing wizard. Overall, then, I believe that I will use and put forth many of the techniques discussed in the first part of this book- an important point to make given I thought I knew everything there was to know about writing.  


�Is it really “arguing both sides,” or is it presenting the context for what you want to say by starting from a summary or explanation of what others have said about the topic?


�The way this sentence is structured, the quotation should have a subject and a verb.  The idea of using the chapter title is good, though, and one way to use it would be to “mix up” the template a bit like this:  “In fact, the authors even call their first chapter “Entering the Conversation.”


�I think this is true, but it might be good to say why or how it could make a student's work more creative and original.  I think Graff and Birkenstein would say that the exercise of summarizing what others have said


accurately also helps you to really fine-tune your own point of view and to make your own arguments more convincingly.  


�Probably want two separate sentences here.  “I agree with Graff and Birkenstein here.  In my view … “


�Other somewhat stronger objections would be that using these templates is a form of plagiarism, or that  following the templates too closely can start to be a mechanical process and can impede creativity.  Do you agree with those?





