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   In the Introduction to “They Say/ I say”: The moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to help you become a better writer and to become a certain type of person who is a critical and intellectual thinker, who can talk about topics and debate about conversations of your wo
rld . Specifically, Gradd and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer a
re dry, robotic, or uncreative. As the authors themselves put it, “borrow” or, to put less delicately, steal from others.” Although some people believe that is plagiarism. Graff and Birkstein insist that there is a difference between plagiarism and the legitimate use of what others say and how they say it.  In sum, then, while it is not a plagiarism to recycle conventionally used formulas, it is a serious academic offense to take the substantive content from other’s text without citing the author and giving him or her proper cr
edit.

I agree. In my views, the types of templates that the authors recommend format to agree or disagree with others, to challenge standards ways of thinking, and thus to stir up controversy.  Yet I would argue that people sometimes take advantage of the plagiarism and don’t cite the authors sayings. Overall, then, I believe we can use what others say and how they say it but put it in our own words. An important point to make given is if you are stealing others sayings, the correct thing is to cite 
it.

�This is good, but it is a rather long and complicated sentence.  Sometimes shorter, more direct ways of saying things are more effective.


�I think a “not” got left out here!  (I hope so!)   You do not want your writing to be “dry, robotic, or uncreative” if it is going to be convincing and interesting to your readers.  


�This is true, but it is not the best way to summarize the authors' point of view.  Properly citing sources is certainly important.  But that is not necessary for the phrases in the templates because they are really the “common currency” of all good formal argumentative writing in English.  They aren't any one person's intellectual property.   The thing to do at this point of your first paragraph might be to say what it is that the authors claim the templates can do for a developing writer.  


�I can tell that the possible plagiarism issue is the thing that really got you thinking here.  But there are a number of other important points that you have not really addressed.  See previous comment about end of first paragraph, for instance.  





