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      They Say, I Say Template Writing


In the Introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to help the writer not only focus on the principles of writing, but put these principles directly into practice. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer will give direct understanding of how to connect critical thinking and writing at the college level. As the authors themselves put it, “working with these templates can give you an immediate sense of how to engage in the kinds of critical thinking you are required to do at the college level and in the vocational and public spheres beyo
nd.” Although some people believe that critical writing a
nd thinking go beyond linguistic formulas, requiring that you question assumptions, and so on an
d so forth, Graff and Birkenstein insist that these more complex principles of writing cannot be used unless you are able to express them in a organized, and strong way. In sum, then, their view is that using their templates, one will be able to develop a strong language for expressing themselves in order to present their ideas in a clear and confident way. 

I agree. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend can strongly benefit the writer in building their writing skills. For instance, on page 9 of “They Say / I Say” the authors they use a template which allows the writer to learn about ways to respond when it comes to argumentative writing. In addition, the template helps to open your text by identifying an issue in some ongoing conversation or debate. Some might object, of course, on the grounds that these templates are a waste of time and could not possibly improve your wr
iting. Yet I would argue that these templates are very beneficial and can definitely improve one's critical thinking and writing skills. Overall, then, I believe Graff and Birkenstein’s ideas that these templates are designed to help the writer not only focus on the principles of writing, but immediately practice and improve their skills- an important point to make given these templates are given to help and expand the wri
ter's abilities. 

�Good use of quotation.


�Maybe: “critical thinking and writing”


�This is a “cop out!”  Say what you mean exactly – and if you don't have something more specific to say, just end the sentence.


�I don't think that is the most important possible objection.  Isn't the question of whether using these templates a form of plagiarism more important?  Another possible objection is that following the templates too closely can be a mechanical process and can impede creativity.


�Be more careful about apostrophes in possessive forms.  I added two of them that were missing here.  Do you see where?





