
In the introduction to “They Say I Say:” The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to guide students “t
o the basic moves of academic writing” (Birkenstein and Graff 1).  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer inspire more creativity, which in the long run helps student’s originality. As the authors themselves put it, the templates “…often require a great deal of practice and instruction" that can guide students to success (Graff and Birkenstein 11). Although some people believe this argument to be fal
se, Graff and Birkenstein insist that their templates are in fact great instructions to original and creative writing. In sum, then, their view is that their templates effect a student’s writing in a positive way. 

I agree. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend appear to help. For instance by reading through the many tips given throughout the pages, I already feel as though my writing has improved. In addition my thoughts seemed to expand to a wider variety of ideas when it came to writing this essay. Some might object of course, on the grounds that these templates actually help with creativity that could satisfy college level writing. Yet I would argue that there is no expecta
ncy on originality. Overall, then, I believe this book to be very helpful- an important point to make given the u
se of this book. 

�The word “guide” can be either a noun or a verb.  Which is it in the authors' original passage?  Which is it here?  Doesn't what you did change the meaning?  Be a bit more careful about how you use quotations.


�Perhaps, but there are several different possible objections to the way the authors think about teaching the writing process.  This is not specific enough.  


�Say “expectation of,” not “expectancy on” 


�Again, this is not really specific enough to make a convincing reason for why this approach is important.  





