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In the Introduction to "They Say/ I Say": The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to help you successfully enter not only the world of academic thinking and writing, but also the wider worlds of civic discourse and work.  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer help to make you put thes
e principles immediately into practice.  As the authors themselves put it, "They Say/ I Say" is their main principle. Although some people believe that the basis of a great paper is solely logical, well supported, and consistent facts, Graff and Birkenstein insist that the writer must sub
mit the ideas and thoughts of others, to gather information and form an argument.  In sum, then, their view is that strong forms of writing use other views along with hi
s or her own view in the paper.


I strongly agree with this method of writing a paper.  In my view, the  types of templates that the authors recommend are highly important. In addition, I believe that some of these exercises are necessary to develop into a persuasive and clear writer.  Some might object, of course on the grounds that certain works do not need the perspective of more than that of the auth
or.  Yet I would argue that this may be true for many cases, but one should always attempt to give multiple sides to each question to show the reader the depth of research that took place and to let the reader understand all sides to the question before one attempts to persuade he or she to one side.  Overall then, I believe that Graff and Birkenstein's templates are very reso
urceful to all levels of writers -an important point to make given that many professional writers seem to overlook these simple id
eas.  

�What principles?  You have not really mentioned any up to this point.


�“submit” sounds a bit odd here – I think you mean something like “consider and respond to”


�Probably want to say:  “along with the author's own view.” 





�This also depends on the type of writing you are talking about.  Some fiction, for instance, is written from the point of just a single character.  But the type of writing that Graff and Birkenstein are dealing with here is writing where the idea is to make and support an argument about something.   In fact, this is sometimes called “argumentative” writing.


�Wrong word:  “resourceful” doesn't mean “useful as resources”


�Why do you say that?  Part of Graff and Birkenstein's main point is, in fact, that these “moves” are so common that they form a basis for almost all good “argumentative” writing. 





