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In the introduction to “They Say/ I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to use writing as a form of communicating our critical thinking skills. The book shows ways of becoming in engaged in a thought or opinion and how to respond with one’s own thoughts. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of templates they offer will help to use a person’s unique ideas and opinions and help put them into a more con
cise and educated response. As the authors themselves put it, “… the immediate goal of this book is to help you become a better writer… a critical, intellectual thinker who, instead of sitting passively on the sidelines, can participate in the debates.” Although some people believe that using this bo
ok when writing is plagiarism, Graff and Birkenstein insist that it is not. In sum, then, their view is that people know these ideas and the book is just helping them get it out and onto the page.

 I agree with the two authors. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommended are things that I would phrases and thoughts that I do use in my head. For instance, I agree with using the template that talks about engaging in the conver
sation by responding in a certain matter. Some might object, of course, on the grounds that if it is not entirely our own work, then we should not use it. Overall, then, I believe that this book can be used as a helping tool, not as a form of copying-an important point to make given when writing with sources. 

�Is being “concise” a major point for the authors?  What are their main concerns?  


�The issue about possible plagiarism is important.  But what you have said here does not really address why following the templates that could be considered to be plagiarism, or why Graff and Birkenstein say it is not.  This calls for more detail.  


�This is something that probably should have been addressed in the first paragraph.  





I don't disagree with anything you have said here, but the summary of what Graff and Birkenstein were getting at is too general and not detailed enough.  





