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Being an effective writer is a crucial skill that benefits an individual in a variety of ways. Throughout the schooling process, students are taught how to write effectively and, over the years, that technique is refined over and over again. In the introduction of the informative book, “They Say/ I Say”: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, authors Gerald Graff and Kathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to provide even further guidance in cultivating effective writing skills. These templates help students to stake a position, even one that creates controversy, and use the words of others coupled with their own ideas to defend that position. Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer encourage creativity and original thinking and produce engaging pieces of writing. As the authors themselves put it, “The immediate goal of this book is to help you become a better writer, at a deeper level it invites you to become a certain type of person: a critical , intellectual thinker who, instead of sitting passively on the sidelines, can participate in the debates and conversations of your world in an active and empowered way” (pg. 13). Although some people believe that providing specific templates for writing will instead yield robotic and bland pieces, Graff and Birkenstein insist that all expression of art, whether it be poetry, music, or writing starts from common patterns and formulas that the artists alter and make unique. In sum, then, their view is that writing templates will expand one's ability to acknowledge the beliefs of others and formulate an effective argument from a general outline that has been proven to be persuasive.


I agree with their position to an extent. I think that it is important to use tried and true methods to convey one's position on a topic, such as the types of templates that the authors recommend. The goal of writing is present one's beliefs in the most persuasive and clear way possible, and these templates help the writer to accomplish this goal. For instance, the authors give an excerpt of Martin Luther King Jr.'s “Letter From Birmingham Jail” as an example of how the “they say/ I say” template is convincing. King repeatedly acknowledges the beliefs of his critics and then goes to respond to their claims. This in turn results in a letter that one can almost not help but to agree with, for it provides a convincing response to all the skepticism surrounding his efforts. Yet I also believe that if students rely too heavily on writing templates to be the backbones of their arguments, they will cease to take creative risks and simply rest on the laurels of what they know is succes
sful. This, over time, will yield progressively less engaging writing. Overall, then, I believe that students should utilize the templates,

 but strike a balance between writing with the structure the authors believe is right and experimenting with different forms of presenting a point. This balance is important for the writer to both write as effectively as possible and keep their own voice and style prevalent throughout the piece.

�Agreed.  But of course you could think of the templates as something like a set of training wheels for writing.  The goal is to get to the point where they are not necessary any more.





Good essay, though.





