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In the introduction to “They Say/ I Say”: The Moves The Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to help 
structure and generate your own writing. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer will help to put “abstract thought into practice”. As the authors themselves put it, “these templates can give you an immediate sense of how to engage in the kinds of critical thinking you are required to do at the college level.” Although some people believe that a template restricts their creativity, Graff and Birkenstein insist that the template does not tell you what to say just what form to s
ay it in. In sum, then, their views that templates are going to increase creativity rings true as long as you make the words your o
wn. 


I agree that after doing many templates you will start to understand the flow and be able to mix it up a little bit. In my view, the types of templates recommended by authors usually restrict your creativity in the beginning, only to expand your creative juices in the end. For instance, after you follow the template you can change the format a little knowing that all your idea are present from the original template. In addition, creativity is not only the format you use but also the words you choose to represent your thou
ghts. Some might object, of course, in the grounds that following a template can be plagiarism. Yet I would argue that plagiarism is others words and thoughts that you copied into your paper, not the forma
t they are in. Overall, then, I believe that a template will increase the productivity of how my thoughts are reflected- an impot
ent point to make given that any good paper is the content of your thought. 


�Maybe better:  “help students structure and generate their own writing.”


�Good!


�But the last sentence in your first paragraph is really starting to move into your opinion instead of summarizing what Graff and Birkenstein say.   Don't move prematurely to the “I say” stage.  


�Maybe even more important – there is opportunity for creativity in what you choose to say!


�OK, but there is another point to be made here.  The “moves” that the templates reflect are so common that even using those words exactly would not be considered plagiarism.  Those ways of saying things are really just very common expressions that almost all advanced writers use.  


�I think I know what you mean, but “productivity of how my thoughs are reflected” isn't too clear.  Also, “impotent” Is the wrong word.  I think you mean “important.”





