Abigail Lang

Student Tools: Templates

In the Introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to cre
ate structured papers.  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they offer produce opportunities to respond to opposite opinions in which support one’s own argum
ent.  As the authors themselves put it, “… the templates in this book… represent the stock of trade of sophisticated thinking and writing, and they often require a great deal of practice and instruction to use successfully” (Graff and Birkenstein 11).  Although some people believe that the templates take away from the possible creativity of the piece, Graff and Birkenstein insist that the templates are just guidelines to start papers and in no way restrict the writer to the format.  In sum, then, their view is that templates are useful tools for students to write well,
 structured papers.

I agree.  In my view, they types of templates that the authors recommend allow papers to insta
ntly be formatted in a way that insures that every point within an argument was made.  For instance, a template can be structured around three points with spaces to elaborate details or give examples to support the subject.  In addition, they can also create opportunities to state and oppose opposite opinions .  Some might object, of course, on the grounds that the templates can format the paper too much in which details cou
ld be lost.  Yet I would argue that the templates are too general to leave without adding and elaborating to specific points.  Overall, then, I believe templates are perfect tools for students to use - an important point to make given since this paper was based off of a template. 

�Careful – the templates don't create papers; writers do.  


�And also to take into account opinions that might be opposed.  


�Say “well-structured” (no comma)


�This is probably an overstatement :)


�I'm not sure what that means.  





