Essay I




In the Introduction to “They Say/ I say”: The moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and 


Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to help you become a better writer and to become a 

certain type of person who is a critical and intellectual thinker, who can talk about topics and debate 

about conversations of your wo
rld . Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing 

templates they offer a
re dry, robotic, or uncreative. As the authors themselves put it, “borrow” or, to put 
less delicately, steal from others.” Although some people believe that is plagiarism. Graff and Birkstein 

insist that there is a difference between plagiarism and the legitimate use of what others say and how 

they say it.  In sum, then, while it is not a plagiarism to recycle conventionally used formulas, it is a 

serious academic offense to take the substantive content from other’s text without citing the author and 

giving him or her proper cr
edit.

 I agree. In my views, the types of templates that the authors recommend format to agree or disagree 

with others, to challenge standards ways of thinking, and thus to stir up controversy.  Yet I would argue 

that people sometimes take advantage of the plagiarism and don’t cite the authors sayings. Overall, 

then, I believe we can use what others say and how they say it but put it in our own words. An 

important point to make given is if you are stealing others sayings, the correct thing is to cite 
it.

Essay II

In the introduction to “They Say I Say:” The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and 
Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to guide students “t
o the basic moves of academic 

writing” (Birkenstein and Graff 1).  Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing 

templates they offer inspire more creativity, which in the long run helps student’s originality. As the 

authors themselves put it, the templates “…often require a great deal of practice and instruction" that 

can guide students to success (Graff and Birkenstein 11). Although some people believe this argument 

to be fal
se, Graff and Birkenstein insist that their templates are in fact great instructions to original and 

creative writing. In sum, then, their view is that their templates effect a student’s writing in a positive 

way. 

I agree. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend appear to help. For instance by 

reading through the many tips given throughout the pages, I already feel as though my writing has 

improved. In addition my thoughts seemed to expand to a wider variety of ideas when it came to 

writing this essay. Some might object of course, on the grounds that these templates actually help with 

creativity that could satisfy college level writing. Yet I would argue that there is no expecta
ncy on 

originality. Overall, then, I believe this book to be very helpful- an important point to make given the 

u
se of this book. 

Essay III

In the introduction to “They Say / I Say”: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing, Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein provide templates designed to teach writers different methods for presenting their thoughts and ideas. Specifically, Graff and Birkenstein argue that the types of writing templates they provide do not tell the writer what to say, but instead help to organize how it is said.  As the authors themselves put it, “the templates offered here are learning tools to get you started, not structures set in stone.” Although some people believe that following the templates exactly is a form of plagiarism, Graff and Birkenstein insist that it is simply a device that helps to structure one’s writing clea
rly. In sum, then, their view is that templates help rather than hinder a writer’s creativity and clarity.


           I have mixed feelings. In my view, the types of templates that the authors recommend are very structured, almost to a point where the writer doesn’t have to think for himself about how to present his argument. For instance, I was able to formulate this response without first considering in which order I was going to make my points. In addition, almost every sentence in this response contains words that I did not think of myself. Some might object, of course, on the grounds that, while the first few words in each sentence are not my own, I am still expressing my own ideas throughout the writing. I agree with them that the templates are very helpful in structuring a good argument, but I would argue that the writing is not completely original. Overall then, I believe that while templates are very useful in organizing one’s thoughts and arguments, they should not be used word-for-word when composing an authentic writing pie
ce.

�This is good, but it is a rather long and complicated sentence.  Sometimes shorter, more direct ways of saying things are more effective.


�I think a “not” got left out here!  (I hope so!)   You do not want your writing to be “dry, robotic, or uncreative” if it is going to be convincing and interesting to your readers.  


�This is true, but it is not the best way to summarize the authors' point of view.  Properly citing sources is certainly important.  But that is not necessary for the phrases in the templates because they are really the “common currency” of all good formal argumentative writing in English.  They aren't any one person's intellectual property.   The thing to do at this point of your first paragraph might be to say what it is that the authors claim the templates can do for a developing writer.  


�I can tell that the possible plagiarism issue is the thing that really got you thinking here.  But there are a number of other important points that you have not really addressed.  See previous comment about end of first paragraph, for instance.  


�The word “guide” can be either a noun or a verb.  Which is it in the authors' original passage?  Which is it here?  Doesn't what you did change the meaning?  Be a bit more careful about how you use quotations.


�Perhaps, but there are several different possible objections to the way the authors think about teaching the writing process.  This is not specific enough.  


�Say “expectation of,” not “expectancy on” 


�Again, this is not really specific enough to make a convincing reason for why this approach is important.  


�I think they would also say that these “moves” and ways of saying things are so commonly used by writers that they are, in effect, “community property” of all educated people.  They do not need to be identified with citations or other method because they are so common. 


�You make your points very well here.  And of course, this is really a first “training wheels” sort of exercise.  “Real writing” will require more independent thought and you will need to make many more choices!








Good work!!





