Montserrat Natural World Cluster – Fall 2012

Cluster Description

We humans have always sought to understand the natural world we inhabit.  Our science, philosophy, literature, and art all contribute in different ways to this search for understanding.  More than any other species,  humans have also developed the ability to change and shape the environment for our own purposes.  In the process, though, we are also changing the environments of all the inhabitants of our planet.   What are the consequences and what are our responsibilities given these realities?  Our seminars this year will address questions such as:    How is our growing understanding of the biological mechanisms of reproduction, development and aging affecting our lives?   Is our growing mastery of the biochemistry of our own bodies and our ability to create drugs for many different purposes a blessing, a curse, or a combination of both?   How can mathematics be used to study our effects on the natural world and help us make choices for the future?  How do we decide what is fair and just when considering our interactions with the natural world?   What do our choices of what and how we eat tell us about ourselves and our relation to the rest of the natural world?   How has the idea of the frontier, the history of westward expansion, and the development of our cities shaped Americans' ideas about nature and our place in it?    Finally, how have changes in our views of ourselves and the world over time affected what we have chosen to portray in our art?   How does art interact with the natural world? 

Common Events

1. Showing of film "Sun Come Up" and follow-up discussion:  Monday, October 1, 7:30pm in Seelos Theater.   (“Sun Come Up” is an Academy Award nominated film that shows the human face of climate change. The film follows the relocation of the Carteret Islanders, a community living on a remote island chain in the South Pacific Ocean, and now, some of the world’s first environmental refugees.)

2. Harvard Forest visit:  Saturday October 27 (and possibly Saturday October 13)  Each day, roughly 9:00am - 4:00pm with travel time to and from Harvard Forest.  We can take about 40-45 students on each date

3. Talk by John Abramson:  Expanding the Paradigm of Medical Practice: Epidemiological Rebalancing of Medical Knowledge November 16, 3pm.

Natural World Cluster Faculty, Seminar Titles and Class Hours

1. Andrea Borghini – I Mean, Therefore I Eat, TR 12:30pm and TR 2:00pm

2.  Kendy Hess –  Justice in Theory,  MWF 10am

3. John Little –  Modeling the Environment, MWF 9:00am

4. Ken Mills – Drug Action and Design, MWF 12 noon

5. Michelle Mondoux, Biology of Aging, MWF 2pm

6. Virginia Raguin – Our Bodies, TR 2pm

7. Stephanie Reents –  Go West, Young Man and Woman,  TR 9:30am

