Peter Zona – “Lessons from History”

    Peter, this would not be a bad introductory paragraph in the abstract.  However, there are several things about it that seem to indicate that you have not really started thinking seriously about this essay.   You will want to rethink and rewrite this before continuing with the rest of the paper.   First, the opening sentence does not connect at all with the rest of the paragraph or with the topic for this paper.  I think that will need to be replaced entirely.  Second, please don't copy from the paper assignment to this extent in the final version.  You want to indicate that you have thought  about the questions I was posing independently and that you have developed an understanding of Diamond's point of view through your answers to those questions.  Just repeating big chunks of the wording of the assignment  does not indicate any independent thought.   

   The assignment also asked for an outline for the finished paper – I don't see that in what you turned in.  Did I miss something? 

   I know this is a busy week for many students, so I don't want to seem like I'm coming down too hard on you here.  But this is not the kind of work I have seen from you before.  I will be checking email through the weekend if you have questions as you work on the finished version.

There are no mechanical issues that I caught.

“Grade:” 7.0/10

