Astrid Ludwig

Intro

Often the idea “the past is a foreign country; they do things diﬀerently there” seems to ring true.  The world [today] pays more attention to environmental and social problems [than was true in the past]. We document and publicize unrest in countries and enact green movements.  [Do you mean we ``enact environmental protection legislation,'' or ``we support environmental movements” or both(?)]   I think Jared Diamond would not agree with the statement, although I think we do things differently than in the past. We recognize environmental problems – unlike [the people of ] Easter Island – and we try to prevent them, but the solutions are too slow to enact [slow to take hold?]  to prevent current and future problems.  We recognize political problems and use more force, namely war, to prevent them, yet political unrest still occurs, and isolates the world from its neighbors even more. We recognize and try to prevent mistakes early, unlike past civilizations, yet societal collapse will occur because the actions taken to prevent mistakes are not timely and fail. 

Astrid – First check spelling of “Jared” (!)  This opening paragraph is not bad, but there were several points that were unclear to me.   First, I do not think you can use “we” as many times as you do here without being more specific about who “we” is.  These points of view are certainly not universal.  For instance, when you say “we recognize environmental problems and we try to prevent them,” to whom are you referring?  Not everyone in the world agrees that there is a climate change problem.   Second, I'm not sure what you meant with the sentence about using more force.  How does waging war prevent political problems?  Hasn't war usually been thought of as “diplomacy by other means,”  aimed at furthering the interests of the countries involved?   Are there specific examples of wars you are thinking of that are different? Finally, I think your last point is quite a bit more pessimistic than Diamond's (at least at the time he wrote Collapse).  So you will need to be careful to make it clear what are your ideas and what are his as you develop this.   

“Grade:”  8/10

I. Intro

a. Two problems that could lead to our collapse: environmental and political

b. Jared Diamond would agree with the statement

II. Environmental destruction/problems

a. Recognize the problems

i. Kyoto Protocol

ii. Green movements

b. Too slow to prevent problems

i. Effects of climate change and environmental damage is noticeable (Diamond’s number 1,2)

ii. Natural disasters slow nations down 

c. Relation to past

i. Easter Island – realized deforestation is bad after all trees were gone

ii. Mayans – deforestation

III. Political problems

a. Recognize the problems 

i. US in wars

ii. Problems are more focused because the magnitude and timeframe of the problems are visible

b. Political unrest still occurs 

i. Genocide continues to happen without major prevention

ii. Dictatorships – N. Korea, etc – could lead to military attacks and division of nations, isolates world from its neighbors (Diamond’s number 3,4)

c. Relation to past

i. Pitarin, Mangareva, Henderson Islands –bigger islands collapsed, they collapsed because they lost trade abilities

IV. Jarod Diamond’s possible reaction

a. The quote isn’t true because

i. We don’t anticipate the problems timely (environment)

ii. We don’t perceive problems as they become evident 

iii. Once we realize problems, we don’t try to solve them

iv. Try to solve problems but the solution fails

b. Each of the reasons why it isn’t true is what previous societies did before they collapsed 

V. Conclusion

