   Matt Kasuba – Broken Record

   This is a generally good opening paragraph with some potential for interesting development.  But I have a few comments about some of its parts.

   I'm not so sure that Diamond would be “shocked” by the Hartley quotation – he just might not agree with what it is saying.   Try to avoid emotionally “loaded” words like this when they are not really appropriate.  

   Your idea of a “loop” or a “broken record” definitely connects with some of what Diamond is saying.   It also has interesting connections with the ways the Classic Maya viewed time.   If you want to mention that later in the paper, it might be a nice thing to work in.   

   The final sentence of your paragraph is weak – “make the world a better place” is an overused and almost meaningless phrase.  Please try to rewrite this and be more specific.  

    The assignment also included an outline for the rest of the paper.  I did not see that in what you turned in.  Did I miss something?

“Grade:”  8/10

