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Collapse

Civilizations today may seem much different from early civilizations, but the similarities between the two are haunting. Based on Jared Diamond’s writing, the famous line “the past is a foreign country; they do things differently there” seems to be an erroneous statement. Up until present time, it appears that the human race did not learn [has not learned ] the ominous effects of the way they destroyed the environment for personal gain. Because of this, society over the last few hundred years has been responsible for deforestation, extinction of species, and the introduction of alien species all across the world among numerous other problems. Nowadays the human race have [has] started to take actions in restoring the environment and keeping our society from collapsing, but could these problems have progressed so far that they are not reversible today?

Dan, this is a very good first paragraph and sets up for a good paper.  The outline is also very good.  I have no major comments, but see the suggested wording changes in the square brackets [ ] above.  

“Grade:” 9.5/10

Outline

I. Past Societies

A. Easter Island deforestation

a. The thoughtless destruction of the forest

b. The lack of leadership by chiefs and people in power to make changes to save the environment

c. Civil War

B. Mayan Crumble

a. The problems encountered by overpopulation.

b. Warfare among the different major Cities.

c. The problems encountered by geographical placement (southern land disadvantages)

C. Modern Society

a. The ecological problems against us today

i. The major natural resource problems

ii. Over consumption of food sources

D. Parallels between past societies and today’s society

a. Deforestation and the over killing of some of the native food sources

b. Overpopulation and the ramifications it had on the Mayans and in today’s world

c. Easter Island and the Earth are similar because both of them are isolated in their own right.

i. If either one of them encountered problems, there is little help for them

ii. Easter Island is isolated in the Pacific Ocean just like Earth is isolated in the Solar System

iii. There are additional problems, like the twelve points brought up by Diamond

E. However, there is a difference between now and the past; we have recognized the problems facing us.

a. Many of our major natural resource industries are making progress in cleaning up their businesses.

b. Environmental thinking has continued to rise since 1962.

c. In the end, it is in the hands of the public; we need to make a courageous change in our core values.

d. All hope is not lost, because the problems we have are not insoluble, but instead problems we can created and as a result can fix.

