Catherine Caracciolo

In his book, Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, author Jared Diamond states, “for the first time in history, [humans] face the risk of a global decline” (Diamond 23). Collapse, written in 2005, recounts major societal crashes throughout centuries, some of which show similarities to our global society. When considering each country in the world as a “tribe” that makes up the bigger civilization, the collapse of Easter Island is used as a metaphor to describe the potential crash of the humanity on a global scale. In fact, the demise of the Easter Islanders shows examples of environmental damages, climate changes, and poor communal responses. Though societal collapse at the global level seems an impossible prospect, the current rate of exploitation of Earth’s natural resources and explicit evidence of human-impact caused climate change [maybe better:  climate change caused by human impact ] suggest different [maybe:  suggest that the reality might be different  – that is, the prospect seems impossible, but in reality it might be possible].

Catherine,  This is a good first paragraph.  The only thing I would have liked to see that you did not include was a more direct consideration of the topic questions about whether Diamond would agree that the past is different – you might even ask whether it is different enough that it doesn't have any lessons to teach us.   If you were planning to address that later, that plan might work as well.   See the suggestions for wording changes in the square brackets [ ] also.  

The assignment also asked for an outline for the rest of the paper, though, and I do not see that.  Did I miss something?

“Grade:” 8.0/10

