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Barral i Altet, Xavier, Javier Arce, and Dominic Currin. Art and Architecture of Spain. 1st North American ed. Boston: Little, Brown, 1998. Print. 

This book illustrates how Islamic math was preserved in the art in al Andalus.  In particular this book describes the Great Mosque in Cordoba and describes the mathematics illustrated in it and how this mathematics connects with the Muslim religion.  This is information is very reliable.

Copestake, Timothy, dir. When the Moors Ruled in Spain. BBC. YouTube. 14 Feb. 2008. 6 Apr. 2011 

<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBsDDGCIFLQ>.

This documentary will be used mainly as an overview, a source that allows us to become familiar with the general aspects of history and culture that are essential for anyone studying al Andalus to know.  We plan to use only the most factual information from this slightly romanticized film in our introductory information about the events leading up to and during the Umayyad rule of southern Spain.  We think this is a reliable source as it was recommended by the profe
ssor.  

Dodds, Jerrilynn Denise, Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, N.Y.), and Patronato de la Alhambra (Granada, Spain). Al-Andalus: The Art of Islamic Spain. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art: Distributed by H.N. Abrams, 1992. Print.

This book is filled with excellent photography, providing visual examples of the art and architecture of southern Spain that date back to the period of Islamic rule.  These examples will be used in our project to prove that Greek mathematics, preserved and expanded upon by the scholars of al Andalus, transcended academics to become an integral part of the culture of the area as it increasingly influenced art and architecture, most specifically in the Alhambra and the Great Mosque of Cordoba. We plan to use photographs from throughout the entire book, and thus, we believe this is a relia
ble source. 

Fletcher, R. A. Moorish Spain. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993. Print.

This book describes how Greek mathematics was preserved and transmitted in Spain. It explains how this preservation of mathematics in Spain caused scientists, such as Newton and Maslama, 
make new discoveries.   We will use this book to illustrate how preserving Greek mathematics in Spain influenced scientists to make new discoveries, which thus, scientifically advanced the rest of the world.  We believe this is a reliable source.  

Forcada, Miquel. "Ibn Bajia And The Classification of the Sciences in l-Andalus." Arabic Sciences and Philosophy 16.02 (2006): 287. Print.


This article describes how the Arabic-Islamic scholars preserved mathematics and the sciences in al Aldalus.  This article describes some of the texts that were used to preserve the mathematics and sciences and it describes the some of the individuals that spread the teachings of these mathematics and sciences.    We plan on using this article to understand how the mathematics and sciences were preserved in al Andalus, and thus, we believe this is a reliable source.  

Lomax, Derek W. The Reconquest of Spain. London; New York: Longman, 1978. Print.

”The Reconquest of Spain” by DW Lomax will be used for a decent portion of the Muslim conquest history of Spain. Not only are maps of “The Muslim Conquests” and “Medieval Spain” included, but chapter one, The Muslim Conquest, is broken up into “the fall of Christian Spain,” “the creation of Umayyad Spain”, “situation of the Christians”, and strengths and weakness of Umayyad Spain.” Clearly, this book is ideal for our project, and will definitely be used a dec
ent amount; this book is a reliable source.

Menocal, Maria Rosa. The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews, and Christians Created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain. Boston: Little, Brown, 2002. Print. 

We will use this work to help us understand how the intellectual world in what is now Andalusia was able to flourish because of the culture of tole
rance created during Umayyad rule of Spain.  This knowledge will be integral in expanding upon our thesis in our paper, for we need to know not only the fact that the intellectual world in al Andalus prospered during the Dark Ages, but also how and why, information concerning which Menocal outlines.  Our information will come mainly from the middle and end of the book, but some ideas will be drawn from the work as a whole.   

Reilly, Bernard F. The Medieval Spains. Cambridge England; New York, NY, USA: Cambridge University Press, 1993. Print.

The Medieval Spains, written by Bernard F. Reilly, recounts the history of Spain from the 6th century to the 15th century. For our paper, we will only be discussing the second, third and fourth chapters. These chapters deal with the ruling of the Germanic (though we will only focus on the end of this rule), the Muslim rule, and the Christian reconquista. Due to the depth and detail the book discusses, such as the qualifications for nobility and overseas trade, this book will not be used to the fullest of its po
tential.  

�Yes.  I think it is somewhat superficial and it certainly does not go into the mathematical aspects as deeply as you will want to. However, I don't think there is anything here that is blatantly incorrect or overly biased.  So it is a “place to start.”  I also have this series on DVD if you want to borrow it.


�The Metropolitan Museum is one of the premier art collections in the world and the curators there have a generally high scholarly reputation.  So I don't think there is any question here.  


�Insert “to.”  I might quibble about the “caused scientists to make discoveries,” though.  The availability of that preserved mathematics might have made it easier for scientists to make new discoveries, but I don't think you can say it “caused” those new discoveries.    


�“Decent” is somewhat colloquial here.  A word of advice too:  It will be easy, I think, to get very deeply involved in the history here, since it is  long and colorful.  Don't get too “bogged down” there, though.  I think the main focus should be the scientific and mathematical work that was done and the ways the transmission of ancient texts back to western Europe helped prepare the way for later scientific and mathematical work.  


�Yes – especially tolerance toward Jews and Christians living in the Islamic states in Spain.  It is probably worth mentioning that although this “take” on the history can be supported well from the surviving evidence, it has also been somewhat controversial.  Not everyone agrees fully with Menocal's conclusions.  You will probably want to compare what she says carefully with some of your other historical sources.   


�That is OK – remember the point I made above: the focus of the project will be a lot narrower than the full history of medieval Spain, so some things will have to be left out or discussed only very briefly.








This is good work – I am especially happy that you are thinking about trying to assess the reliability/authority of your sources.  In general, the publisher of a book, or the affiliation of the author,  is a first indication of this.  Almost anything from academic presses like the Cambridge University Press or the University of California Press, or major museums like the Metropolitan in New York is almost certainly “OK!”  The selection and editorial processes these publishers use are generally quite careful.  





There is another book that you might want to look at as well – “Aladdin's Lamp – How Greek Science Came to Europe Through the Islamic World,” by John Freely (I have the Vintage paperback edition).  This has a chapter on the role of Al Andalus; it also gives a very complete “who's who” in the story.


(For that reason, it is somewhat dull if you read it straight through.  But it is useful as a reference.)
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