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John Hess – Galapagos 

After watching John Hess speak about the Galapagos, I definitely appreciate the natural world more, although I don’t think the talk has affected my view of our place, as humans, in the world. John Hess explained with great detail about Darwin’s Tapestry. The animals work for each other in the ecosystem of the Galapagos, and the somewhat odd weather patterns affect the animals’ lifestyles.
I appreciate the natural world more, because I could see specific examples of how animals worked together in the ecosystem of the Galapagos. I did not realize how much some of them have to work for shelter, food, or even a mate. Some birds have to travel for 30 days to get food, while others have to steal parts of nests from other birds to make their own. Their world is very much similar to humans. John Hess was able to capture each of these actions in superb photographs. He was able to capture the animals in each of their jobs in the ecosystem and show the beauty of it. Like animals in the Galapagos, humans, too, work together to create an environment suitable for their family. 
The talk has not changed my view on how we, as humans, fit into the world. I still see our place in the world as similar to how animals operate, but we are separate. Most animals do not interact with humans. On the other hand, when humans interact with animals, they do so only to benefit. They obtain meat, milk, and materials for clothes. Humans only come in contact with a few number of animals, though, so I still consider us separate. Humans affect a small number of other animals’ habitats. After watching an ecosystem where humans do not interact at all with the animals, I still see humans as having a separate place in the world. The Galapagos is really interesting, because the animals living there have never had close contact to any humans. Humans cannot affect their way of life.  
 
John Hess’s talk was really informative about the Galapagos and what he calls Darwin’s Tapestry. His talk and the pictures he showed really illustrated the beauty of the Galapagos and how animals have to work together. Although the talk didn’t change my view of how humans are placed in the world, I still enjoyed it a lot. 
