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	A few weeks ago, photographer Tom Zetterstrom came to Holy Cross to talk with students about the environment, specifically about the natural world, trees, and their decline among certain species. One of the central points of his talk focused on the epidemics affecting particular tree types across the country, such as the Asian Longhorn beetle inflicting widespread mortality among willow, elm  and maple trees. He also talked about how we, the human race, have a responsibility for the wellbeing of our world and how, through a little bit of effort, we can help to make our world a better place.
	While I agree with Zettersrtom’s message, it didn’t really change my views about the natural world or the role of human beings in it. The reason being is that, having been part of a few planting projects in the past and having taken an environmental science course last year, I understand that we are responsible for our planet’s wellbeing and are required to do our part in helping to keep the planet from further deterioration. In addition, as Zetterstrom pointed out, people need to become more informed about how to better protect the natural world and take some action in restoring our world. Even something as little as planting a tree or starting a recycling program at work or school can make a huge different. If humanity doesn’t do their part in maintaining the world, then the natural world will continue to slowly fade away, until it is beyond any chance of restoring. 
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