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Tom Zetterstrom Reflection


The Tom Zetterstrom talk was truly an eye opening experience. He brought in information that I had never known. Being a resident of Massachusetts for my entire 18 years of life, I had never even heard of Dutch Elm Disease let alone the effect it had on the elm population across new England and the rest of the United States.

This new information has made me much more aware of the role we, as human beings, have in the preservation of the trees that are vital to our lives. I also realize how delicate our natural world is and how easily it can be affected. We, the people of this world, need to help preserve our natural world and protect it from the pollutants and diseases we have exposed it to. The Dutch Elm Disease that killed so many trees came from a bug that was carried over from France through trade. Therefore, it is directly human kinds’ fault that so many trees had to die.

We, as an organized people, have to make a conscious effort to continue the works of Tom Zetterstrom and other elm activists. We need to be more understanding of the effects that invasive species can have on an environment. This idea stretches passed just trees, too. Invasive species carried by humans to other places can destroy an entire ecosystem. The animal would have no natural predators in its new environment and therefore reproduces exponentially while killing off other species.

Even more important, Zetterstrom gave us simple ideas on how to start making a change. All it takes to help the environment is to do things like planting trees in parking lots or planting class trees for our class of 2014. In the end, he showed me how vital the human races’ role is in our natural world and how fragile this world is that we live in.
