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Whether it serves the purpose of a class gift, a means of providing shade, or an addition to an arboretum, almost every tree contributes to society in some way.  Tom Zetterstrom explained this in his lecture about elm trees.  His passion for elm trees drew the audience in, changed my view of the natural world, and gave me insight as to how each human being should respect nature.  From his lecture, I was fascinated by how trees can play a significant role in an individual’s life.
After listening to Tom Zetterstrom explain the usefulness of the elm tree in society, I have an increased appreciation for elm trees.   I learned that elm trees are commonly planted as class trees; often times, a graduating class will donate a tree as a way of giving back to its school.  It is also a way for that class to be remembered.  
In addition to learning about their usefulness as class trees, I was informed that elm trees can be used as teaching arboretums. Teachers use these trees as a resource for students to learn about and study the trees.
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While his lecture taught me that elms trees serve as teaching arboretums, his lecture also reminded me that elm trees add to the scenic and historical landscape of a community. He exclaimed that elm trees can live up to two hundred years old. They live through generations of humans’ lives, and these trees continue to add beauty to communities. This fact reminded me that these trees should be cared for by human beings.  

After Zetterstrom stated that over one hundred million elm trees were killed in the 1900s by Dutch Elm disease, I became certain that it is the duty of human beings to protect wildlife.

