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Reflection on Talk by Tom Zetterstrom


While I did find the talk (as well as the pictures) by Tom Zetterstrom to be highly interesting, I must admit that it didn’t initially have much of an effect on me or my understanding of the natural world. Because the event took place a few weeks ago, I can’t recall everything that was discussed, but I do remember that Tom Zetterstrom spoke a lot about Dutch elm disease- a fungal disease which has destroyed many native elm tree populations in Asia, and more recently in the United States. Despite its fatal effect on the elm tree population, I didn’t feel particularly sad about it at first because diseases are a part of life and are sometimes out of our control. However, after some careful thought, I realized the true sadness of the entire Dutch elm disease ordeal: it was brought to the United States through human activity. Dutch elm disease is believed to be a native of Asia, and it was brought to this country in 1928, when beetles with the disease arrived in a shipment of logs from the Netherlands. Had humans not interfered and exchanged goods with one another, the Dutch elm disease would have never affected the elm tree population. This helped me understand our place in the natural world- and by “our” I mean humans in general. We often do things without thinking of the potential consequences, or if we do think of the potential consequences, its usually in regard to other humans, not necessarily nature. Unfortunately, nature cannot exactly fight back if it is harmed by us, therefore, it is important that we do everything in our power to prevent nature from being destroyed. Tom Zetterstrom’s pictures give us a better understanding and appreciation for the world around us; some of the pictures of the trees showed nature at its most beautiful form, but he also allowed us to see the consequences of reckless human behavior. It is important for us to see both, because that way we have something to strive for and something to try and prevent. 

